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Memo From: Trustee Chair Dave Hitz, DS’80 
Date: July 14, 2014 
Subject: Update on Coeducation at Deep Springs 
 
Several of us — lawyers, witnesses, friends of Deep Springs — spent a week 
and a day in the Inyo County Courthouse. This trial felt very different from 
the one a year and a half ago. That one lasted just one day and had no 
witnesses. It was about going coed without modifying the trust. At the end, 
the judge did a question and answer session for the Deep Springs students 
who attended.  
 
This one lasted six days. It was about modifying the trust to go coed. We 
had a good team. One witness was Dean of Students at Columbia College 
during its transition to coed. Another runs the leadership program at 
Claremont McKenna College. Jack Newell was acknowledged by both sides 
as the leading expert on L.L. Nunn. We also had past and present students, 
faculty, administrators, board members, and of course, our lawyers.  
 
Our case is atypical for Inyo County, but the judge was attentive and 
thorough. The judge is a good man. He studied at seminary before 
practicing law. Now he ministers to the community through his judgeship. 
One morning we started late because he runs a monthly program for 
recovering drug and alcohol abusers. He helps local high school students 
apply for scholarships. He cares deeply for education, and I believe he truly 
wants what's best for Deep Springs. But also, of course, what the law 
allows. 
 
What next? We wait.  
 
In past messages on coeducation, I dug into legal intricacies of the case. For 
that, read the filings and the transcript. This time, I want to share the 
feeling of it.  
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During our week and a day, all of us experienced a variety of emotions:  
 

 Proud of our team. The bailiff told me he had never heard so many 
articulate people in the courthouse before. 

 Happy to spend a week with old friends. 

 Frustrated, with flashes of anger that we are on this long, slow path.  

 Still pleased with the decision-making process. It was inclusive and 
fair, a perfect example of Nunnian self-governance.  

 Unnerved by the uncertain timeline. If we win our current appeal, we 
might be done in a year. Or there could be more appeals, by either 
side, possibly even to the California Supreme Court. That would take 
many years. The next bit of news, the ruling from this most recent 
trial, is due this fall. 

 Confident that we are doing what is best for Deep Springs. Confident 
that we will succeed in the end.  

 
When my self-control is strong, I try to maintain a state of patient 
determination. I encourage you all to do the same.  
 
Dave Hitz 
TDS Chairman 
 




