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If  you dedicate a few hours or a few years of  your life to shared responsibility for an enterprise that’s not merely 
about you, it’s going to make unwelcome demands on you at times, demands you are not automatically or easily in-
clined to rise to. But the experience of  doing it anyway draws out your powers and expands your person, the weight 
and signiþcance of  your presence on the earth. I think if  you didnõt assume responsibility for something, didnõt hear 
that callñif  your community never says òwe need this effort or this sacriþce from youóñthat expanded capacity 
for governing the self  has no occasion to develop. So democratic self-governance helps develop individual self-gov-
ernance, self-possession, simply because it needs it. 

What do you see as the educational purpose of  self-governance at Deep Springs?

Practical wisdom. Partly about what’s plausible and not plausible, partly about what the world needs from you. And 
partly wisdom about yourself, a perspective that lets you avoid defeat by the inevitable obstacles, postponements, 
and frustrations that arise when you think you see the path to progress, but other people can’t or won’t see the light 
and don’t feel the force of  your moral passions or ideas. It’s a form of  wisdom to learn to persist in your idealism 
and adjust it to reality, to realize much more is required of  you, that it takes time to learn the practical lessons of  
how and how slowly the needed work can happen. The governance experience here creates better and more nu-
anced listeners and, when necessary, judges. It certainly creates better committee members, and people who have 
skills around committees are valuable, since that’s where a lot of  the world’s work gets done. 

You’ll note I’m not saying the purpose is always to succeed; I think the inevitable frustration of  self-governance is 
a spiritual defeat that’s salutary in the long run—provided you aim, as I think Deep Springs does, to help educate 
robust people who arenõt easily thrown off-stride or traumatized, but can bring something of  signiþcance to the 
human enterprise.

Do you think most of  the students get that?

I do, to varying degrees. But a lot of  the learning isn’t visible while here. It’s different once students go elsewhere 
and get involved with some sort of  deliberative or governing process, and often þnd they donõt screw them up in 
the same way as before, or realize they can better contextualize their ups and downs and keep defeats in proportion. 
From what folks tell me, that’s often when it begins to hit you. But none of  the lessons I’m talking about are happy 
successful power experiences. And so it doesn’t seem to me a sign of  failure when people feel a great deal of  am-
bivalence about self-governance while theyõre in it and as they þnish it. Who doesnõt feel a great deal of  ambivalence 
about the lifelong struggle of  trying to keep the world aÿoat and make it a little better? Youõre not paying attention 
if  you don’t. 

For this next part of  the interview Iõll read you a couple quotes from L.L. Nunn and ask for your take on them. òThe purpose of  
Deep Springs is to secure in its members complete renunciation of  self, the dedication of  oneõs self  and all he can ever become, all he has 
and all he can ever acquire, to the sentient universe--the taking of  the oath of  allegiance to the moral order of  the universe. This purpose 
is advanced by intellectual grasp of  the problem but also and perhaps more so by the practice of  details in conformity with such dedica-
tion.ó 

Nunn may have thought that he knew a sentient God with a set of  rights and wrongs manifest through some com-
bination of  reason and revelation, but I don’t think that belief  feels plausible for most students today, and certainly 
not as the basis for democratic decision-making. In our more heterogenous consciences and political communities, 
there’s too much disagreement. There are always dozens of  people to stand up and instruct you in the moral order 
of  the universe and how you should serve it. Thatõs the job description of  pretty much any political ideology, and 
on a more subtle level it’s the working effect of  parents, peers, and activists. But they don’t all agree—and a diverse 
world is a richer world. So there arenõt fewer people around today who will claim the right to impose their deþnitive 
knowledge of  the moral order of  the universe on everyone around them. Maybe some anarchists and theocrats, 
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zealots in general, make this claim. But mostly we defer to that other strain of  the Biblical tradition, the one that 
emphasizes the ineffability of  god’s will. 

To me—although many people differ—it’s good that it’s impossible to agree in practice about that universal moral 
order. When the SB holds what are called “ideological discussions” ahead of  making practical decisions, it’s some-
times really good—it can be a way to mark out a wide-ranging dialectical investigation into what ends we want to be 
serving. But sometimes itõs misleading, because it facilitates the illusion that an explicit moral order can be identiþed 
and then directly applied, by calculation or logical inference, to derive the right answer to practical problems of  
governance. I don’t think moral science can replace politics in this way. And if  that kind of  certain application of  
universal principles is your standard of  legitimacy in governance, you end up delegitimizing the texture of  individual 
differences. In this context, I think talk about “renunciation of  self ” is all too reminiscent of  the way totalitarian 
movements of  the last century invariably asked individual citizens to set aside their private concerns and thoughts 
for the sake of  a collectivity and its notion of  justice. Instead of  complete renunciation of  self, I think itõs better to 
aim at becoming less selþsh, in the sense of  becoming less enslaved by your own weakness. Another word for this is 
freedom.

The desire to be certain in your political judgment is naturalñit doesnõt go away once you realize it canõt be satisþed 
without dishonesty. Today most people don’t look to reason or revelation to satisfy that desire—we are more likely 
to prioritize feelings of  indignation, or imagine a secure grounding is provided by a collective act of  will like a vision 
statement in a strategic plan—the founding stipulation of  a community’s “values,” sometimes seen as a collective 
work of  art made from the found materials of  history. But the desire to þnd a set of  governing principles so deþ-
nite that you can set aside the self, and with it the faculty of  political judgment thatõs located there, is to me suspect. 
Itõs all too easily a ÿight from the strenuous, frustrating, endless give and take of  democratic political life. People do 
need to have some working principles in common, if  only to facilitate fruitful disagreement, but as Lincoln noted in 
the Gettysberg Address, those principles are better held as hypotheticals, things we are testing out together. 

I wouldn’t insist on it for others, but I think there’s a simple working translation of  the oath to uphold “the mor-
al order of  the universe.” It’s easy to see that wherever you go, there’s something wrong, the world’s a mess. It’s 
manifestly unjust, people are cruel and short-sighted, itõs creaking on its hinges. When you look around you and see 
what’s wrong, at the same time you’re seeing something else, an image of  what could or should be. That’s enough, 
I think—that image doesn’t have to include the entirety and eternality of  the universe. It’s perfectly reasonable to 
swear a modiþed Nunnian oath of  allegiance: wherever I am in the world, from among the things around me that 
are wrong, I will identify a few that I might be able to help þx, and get to work. Functionally, I think thatõs close 
enough to what Nunn hoped for. 

Hereõs the next one. òThe students individually, but under the Student Body, should take care of  the tools. Nobody will or can object to 
that and from such care will emanate control þrst and then authority. Were I to issue an absolute order giving authority it would do the 
Student Body no good and simply place me in the position of  being an arbitrary dictator instead of  a guiding inÿuence.ó 

Do you think that the authority that the SB has currently, whatever that is, do you think that as it stands it comes from taking care of  
these tools, or do you think that it is something inherited?

Nunn’s comment is like stating the law of  gravity—it’s simply true. I don’t think it’s possible to inherit authority, 
except perhaps ÿeetingly in a world of  fools. You can inherit a title, so you can inherit entitlement. You can inherit 
some kinds of  power, like money or arms. But authority, which I think of  as the form of  social power that stands 
as the lone alternative to force, violence, and oppression, can only be earned. You can inherit a little bit of  power 
for a while—becoming a member of  the Deep Springs Student Body is to inherit some power, some ability to act in 
the world. But if  you donõt convert it into earned authority, it soon enough slides though your þngers. Democratic 
power that’s not exercised in a way that earns authority dissipates into other people’s hands, with the same necessity 
as gravity. So he’s right; even if  you wanted to, you can’t give anybody authority over anything. You can only give 
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SB Presidents’ Letter

Mo Katz-Christy DS18 and Ryn Delgado DS18

Spring is in the air! We turned the wheel lines on last week and farm team has been busy moving and repairing. As 
the willows start to leaf  out around the lower reservoir, students can be found taking quick dips, kayaking, or just 
reading with their toes in the water. Swarms of  migrating painted ladies have landed and are busy pollinating the 
ÿowering plum trees. Garlic is thriving in the new beds we built last fall under the orchard trees, especially since we 
thinned some of  the green garlic for soup in the BH!

Inside, spring means electing new committee chairs. Sammy has just been elected ComCom chair, Levi has been 
elected CurCom Chair, and RCom and ApCom elections are coming soon. We have complete faith in all the chairs’ 
abilities and are honored to have them serve the community in this way next year. Also, congratulations to Anousha 
for being elected Budget and Operations Trustee!

We—Mo and Ryn—are currently serving as co-presidents of  the student body. We are excited to bring more col-
laboration to SB, and have been discussing methods of  consensus that we hope to implement, at least in small ways. 
As a body, we are in the middle of  going through some old senses of  the body to decide which we will re-adopt and 
bring back into our current consciousness.

On the upcoming full moon, the student body will be making our long-awaited trip to the Dunes. And next term, 
the entire student body will collaborate to put on a non-audition play for the community! We are currently dividing 
into teams—actors, musicians, costume designers and set builders. Will it be A Midsummer Night’s Dream? Stay 
tuned! §

shade the horses. The sparrows lift into the air whenever a gust of  wind turns the corrals into a big pipe organ. Lu-
cretius also thought wind must be full of  atoms if  it was capable of  swaying trees and carving rock.

The sciences at Deep Springs cannot help but take us back to its roots; careful observation of  nature is a practical 
necessity for effective labor, a constant companion to our most searching conversations, and an enduring inspira-
tion for fresh thoughts. Conversation with alums reinforces my own conviction that the Valley itself  is not merely 
incidental to a life of  service: our stunning environment helps us listen carefully, breathe deeply, and understand that 
we are all passing moments in a long sweep of  sand and wind. 

The kids who grow up at Deep Springs because their parents teach and work here are likely to know the smell of  
water better than most, how to catch a lizard (and how long it takes to grow back its tail), and whether the owls have 
been eating scorpions. For students, all the money in the world could not purchase a better lab. 

And even for those who do not pursue the sciences professionally, the desert speaks. If  we are not already con-
vinced, Thoreau quotes Damodara, whose time as a shepherd in 15th-century Kerala led him to astronomical dis-
covery: òThere are none happy in the world but beings who enjoy freely a vast horizon.ó By which beings he either 
means humans at Deep Springs or birds everywhere.

With best regards,

John
§
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Theories of  the Origin of  the World and Living Things - Linda Wiener

The three main theories of  how things came to be are that the world is all mechanical, a matter of  chance and 
necessity; that there is a mind at work, a creator who fashioned things according to a plan; and a middle position 
that can take many forms, some of  which are vitalism and structuralism. In this course, students read three major 
ancient works that put forth these positions: Lucretius’ great epic poem on pre-Socratic atomic theory, On Nature, 
sometimes called The Nature of  Things, Plato’s Timaeus, and Aristotle’s Physics. All make arguments about the nature 
and meaning of  time, of  the universe, of  earth, and of  living things. Students also read more modern works exam-
ining these three positions by authors such as Hume, Kant, and Bergson. As the semester ends, students will look 
at current debates among neo-Darwinists, proponents of  intelligent design, and various scientists and philosophers 
seeking a middle ground between mechanism and creationism.

Phenomenology: Theory and Practice - Linda Wiener

 In this course, students read Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s philosophical book The Phenomenology of  Perception. Concur-
rently, students consider in some detail a few examples of  phenomenological science, including Ptolemy’s account 
of  the earth centered universe in which he seeks to “save the appearances” of  the movement of  the sun around the 
earth. Using all these texts and examples, students can come to a more sophisticated understanding of  the strengths 
and limitations of  reductive science and what they can learn from a phenomenological approach.

Poetry Workshop: Form and Content - Sarah Stickney 

This poetry workshop focuses on the relationship between form and content in poetry. Students study many of  the 
traditional forms of  poetry as well as the ways that these forms have been upended, subverted, and generally dis-
solved. For instance, students read the sonnet as rendered by Shakespeare, Wyatt, and Yeats, but also study looser, 
contemporary renderings of  “sonnet” by John Berryman, Bruce Snider, Marie Ponsot, and others. Students read 
great poems and examine them through the lens of  formal prosody as well as that of  style, image, tone, rhythm, 
syntax, metaphor, etc. The second class per week is a workshop, in which student poems are read and discussed. 
The workshop assignments are loosely based on the forms being studied.

Dante’s Divine Comedy - Sarah Stickney

Hell! Heaven! The best of  Italian poetry! In this close-reading course students read Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. 
Dante was the þrst major author to compose his work in Italian instead of  Latin (a shocking innovation at the time), 
and thus he is credited with inventing written Italian. The class is student-driven and discussion based. The class 
sometimes compares different published translations as a way of  deepening students’ understanding both of  Dan-
teõs work and the difþculty in capturing his sublime style. Ä
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Linda Wiener, Visiting Professor

Deep Springs Valley is an exciting place for a þeld biologist. When 
I arrived at the end of  August as a visiting professor teaching 
natural sciences, I was new to the Eastern Sierras. The isolation of  
Deep Springs Valley and the many plants and animals I had never 
even seen or heard of  before made me want to get out in this new 
environment with my binoculars, magnifying lens, collecting vials, 
and þeld notebook. I taught Field Biology last semester and so 
could learn about this new environment together with my students, 
as well as do my own work. I specialize in insects and spiders and 
these, along with the plant life they are associated with, were the 
main focus of  my own studies.

I have kept þeld notebooks for many years in which I record my 
observations and experiments in words and especially through 
drawing. One of  my early observations was that shrub species 

A Recent Arrival’s Experience 

The Ecology of  Deep Springs
Padraic Macleish DS99, Director of  Operations and Mehcnic

For those fortunate enough to have lived there, Deep Springs is often referred to simply as “the Valley.” The place 
itself  is so singular that no other name is needed: indefatigable desert fauna, pasty and stark lake plans, and distant 
views of  the snow-capped Sierra help maintain perspective for the students of  the College.

L.L. Nunn believed that the desert had a voice. For generations, students at Deep Springs have listened and learned: 
about themselves, their peers, and about the desert itself. For many graduates, the path to a life of  service has been 
through a career in intimate connection with the ecology of  our home on earth. Farmers and ranchers, scientists, 
and outdoor enthusiasts have all found their start within the conþnes of  this valley.

It’s a small wonder that this isolated and beautiful oasis would spark such deep respect for the natural world. From 
the simple joy of  watching hummingbirds during their annual visit to the Valley to the awesome wonder of  the stark 
western face of  the Sierra, we are constantly reminded of  humanityõs small place in and outsized inÿuence on the 
natural world. Academics on campus study the world around us: studying Joshua trees on the northern fringe of  
the Mojave Desert, observing the synclines and anticlines of  the Poleta Folds in the south end of  the Valley, and 
documenting insect life in the midst of  the Main Circle. Attentiveness to the natural world plays a vital role in the 
labor pillar as well. Students learn about soil science and natural systems as they participate in the work of  the farm 
and ranch. And self-governance begins and ends with the management of  the natural resourcs that make life here 
possible.

What does ecology have to do with a life a service? How does a Deep Springs education prepare students to turn 
a passion for the natural world into actions that beneþt all of  humanity? In this issue we explore these questions 
through reÿections and interviews from past and present members of  the Deep Springs community. Ä

Some of Linda’s sketches from the field. 

Throughout this section weõre including selections of  Sammy Bennisõs (DS18) Field Biology projectña database of  
mushrooms in the Valley. 
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which occur in the Valley and also where I live in Santa Fe, New Mexico, looked rather different here. There were 
unusual glands or a different fragrance, yet the same species name. In fact, because we are ringed with mountains, 
the Valley becomes something of  a biological island. The same species of  shrub in Eureka valley or Fish Lake 
Valley seem to me to have their own variations. I have not studied this enough to determine if  these variations are 
consistent enough to be conþdent in saying for example, exactly which valley a sample of  rabbitbrush came from.

I set three pitfall traps out in the scrub lands behind my apartment. I opened them every night and checked them 
every morning (except when rain, snow, cold or my absence from the valley prevented it). These traps are just quart 
containers set in the ground which catch animals walking along at night. So far, I have identiþed 69 different species 
of  insects, arachnids, and one lizard from these traps. I also turn on my porch light and see what shows up there 
(mostly moths). Some unusual þnds are a moth in which the females have short wings and cannot ÿy. This species 
was recorded once before in Eureka Valley in 1978, so the people in an online moth watching community I belong 
to were pretty excited. I also found a spider that I suspect is a new, undescribed species in the genus Castianeira., a 
group of  spiders that mimic ants. It will take me awhile to conþrm this, but it does not appear in the major key to 
the genus.

Iõve never been very good at bird identiþcation, but the lower reservoir always has some interesting bird life and 
bird behavior to observe. I’ve been tagging along with visiting birders (we are a birding hot spot) who have taught 
me a lot.

Right now, March 19, I am thrilled at all the signs of  springñplants greening up, painted lady butterÿies, birds 
migrating through, ants opening their nestsñthat have increased signiþcantly even in the last few days. During the 
cold days of  winter when most the the bug and plant life was dormant, I went back to my þeld notebooks from 
Terms Two and Three and painted a Deep Springs animal frieze around the walls of  my apartment living room. It 
has 78 animals, all of  which I have observed in Deep Springs Valley.

This has been a fabulous year for me as a biologist and I will return to New Mexico with a much deeper knowledge 
of  the biology and ecology of  this unusual part of  the country. §

A portion of the frieze Linda painted in her house

A Woodhouse’s scrub jay, spotted near the Lower Reservoir.
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Trinity Andrews DS18

What brought you to Deep Springs and to the University of  Florida?

I þrst heard about Deep Springs from my father, who heard about it from an alumnus who worked with him. I con-
sidered Deep Springs again when I was looking into small liberal arts colleges.

I work for the Florida Department of  Agriculture, Division of  Plant Industry, which is headquartered on UF 
grounds for historical and collaborative reasons. I am a taxonomist (systematist), and the (paying) jobs for us are few 
and competitive. When this position opened when I was a post-doc in 2010, I jumped on it.

 
What is þrst the difference that draws your attention between subtropical climates and desert 
climates?

I have collected moths (at light) in both habitats. On a given night, I can get larger 
numbers of  fewer species in a desert. I get a lot of  uncommon species in both 
habitats, but in subtropical Florida, I donõt get great ÿushes of  certain species 
when they all emerge. It’s probably because they are in tune with their host plants, 
which grow and bloom during more restricted times in the desert. That said, I 
don’t have any quantitative comparative studies on hand to back up that asser-
tionñjust my experience.

I could give a taxonomic answer too. In deserts, widely distributed species can 
have a lot of  variation (such as in wing pattern) across their geographic ranges 
without decisive demarcations. In deserts, it’s harder to say where one species ends 
and another begins.

Why did you þrst go into butterÿies and moths?

I am drawn to questions and knowledge gaps in science, and I perceived a real deþcit of  knowledge about moths. 
(I was never into butterÿies, still not.) When I was a kid in the 1990s, growing up far from museums and without 
good books or online resources, I wondered what these strange-looking things were coming to my porch lights. 
I got into invertebratology and entomology, but scientiþc information about moths was and still is typically hard 
to access for various reasons. I collected insects at DS my þnal term, but I didnõt have much to identify the moths 
with. My undergraduate entomology professor at Columbia was an excellent general authority, but he was like most 
entomologists: if  one isn’t a specialist in Lepidoptera, that is the order about which, on average, one knows the least. 
One good book chapter, written by an authority who later advised and collaborated with me, inspired me to study 
speciþcally Pyraloidea. That is one of  the largest evolutionary radiations of  moths, the most ecologically and phe-
notypically diverse, and poorly known in terms of  phylogeny and species diversity. Choosing this group paid off, 
because the speciesõ economic importance probably got me my job.

More generally, I was inspired to go into biological systematics in part when I read E.O. Wilson’s Diversity of  Life in 
middle school. I dropped it for other interests (the classics, etc.) in high school and college, but I came back to it 
when I took a year off  after Deep Springs. There arenõt enough taxonomists in the world, so hey, I should just give 
into my inclinations and become one. I chose to þnish my B.S. at Columbia University, which made available the 
resources in New York City such as the American Museum of  Natural History.

Continued on page 28

Interview with James Hayden DS99
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Austin Smith DS17

The following passage is an excerpt from a story second-year 
Austin Smith composed for his þnal for last semesterõs Field 
Biology class. The story explores what it would be like to 
experience the Valley for the þrst time, completely devoid of  
signiþcation. 
 
I awake alone in an unfamiliar place. It’s unclear why 
it feels like Iõve just awoken though. I donõt remem-
ber falling asleep recently, or rather I don’t have any 
memories at all of  falling asleep, but I know that 
I’ve slept many times in my life. I work my way back 
in time to recall how it is that I came to exist here. 
The images ÿash through my head: waving to my 
partner from the window of  the capsule, seeing my 
home planet fade into the white specked but overall 
black background, crash landing on this small oval 
encircled by darkness. I remember my old planet 
as being very different from this one. Everything 
back there produced its own light and was made of  
regular geometrical shapes. I don’t recognize any of  
what I’m experiencing here.

The þrst thing in need of  description is far away 
from me and massive. I will label them as the edges of  the ovular bowl I þnd myself  in. The edges are jagged on 
top and overlay themselves on one another. They almost look like cracked concrete. At some places, they look like 
my hand made into a þst and pointed at me. In other places, they look like trapezoidal prisms, or simply beaten up 
triangles. What uniþes these edges seems to exclusively be that they are Purple. Purple in their form perhaps, as if  
the way they express themselves is through the color purple. “Purple” is meant in two main senses. First, the edges 
of  this bowl are purple in the same way that my capsule is, albeit much less overtly and totalizingly than the cap-
suleõs purple is. The only color deþning the capsule is purple, whereas the bowl edges are also brown, and blue and 
gray, and perhaps even a little red in this sense of  the word “purple.” This capsule-like-purple in the bowl edges thus 
seems to arise when the edges melt together and create something uniþed that I can engage with. The other main 
way that purple is proper in describing the bowl edges is more metaphysical… I’m not sure that purple is the best 
articulation of  this quality, but it’s the word my mind can’t quite think its way out of  right now. I’m unsure what 
more to say about this second sense of  the word purple… I’ll come back to it.

On second thought, it’s perhaps unfair to call them “bowl edges,” because of  how irregular and particular each part 
of  the edge is. Different sections have different characteristics. The ones nearby appear vastly different than the 
ones that are far away. The ones up close have all sorts of  intricate details. On them lie dirty-white bodies, some-
times much larger than me, with red or brown or green splotches scattered across their surface. These dirty-white 
bodies are incredibly numerous and sometimes stack on top of  one another to dominate a wide area. I can also tell 
that the structure of  the edges close by constantly folds in on itself, creating a seemingly random-yet-even texture. 
The edges far away are much more uniform in color and only appear to fold in on themselves on a large scale. On 
some edges green dots mark the uppermost points with a sort of  softness. 

Continued on page 32

Purple: The Story of  an Alien in the Desert
Coprinus Comatus, Shaggy 
Mane

Location: This solitary 
mushroom was also found in 
front of  the larger Withrow 
houses around the main cir-
cle in early October 2018.

Size: This mushroom varies 
greatly in size, from almost 
6 inches tall in the largest 
specimen to less than an 
inch in the smallest, recently 
budding one.

Uses: Shaggy Mane mush-
rooms are edible. Before it 
starts to turn black and rot, 
it is said to taste good,  but 
once most of  the mushroom 
becomes inky-black, most 
of  the ÿavorful tissue has 
degraded.
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What kind of  ecological experiments have you done here?

Coliform Fecal Bacteria in waterways in some of  our allotments were particularly high when measured by the “lo-
caló (South Tahoe Lake) water authorities, and because we had very little information on the way water ÿow works 
around here (very different from the Sierras), we had little information about what that meant in context.

Eventually we found that after less than a week after the cows had left the area, the counts returned to pre-cow lev-
els. Great for us, but also an interesting and informative pursuit in getting to know the Valley around us.
Another less òplant-ecologicaló but certainly important to human ecology research project I carried out here in 
2010-2011 was an analysis of  the admissions data of  the previous ten years to þnd out what exactly it is that we 
select for. Found multiple interesting results, although because weõre so small itõs difþcult to draw signiþcant conclu-
sions even from ten years of  data. One was that students with higher test scores were signiþcantly more likely to get 
into the second round. Another was the selection of  private students—although the general impression is that it’s 
an equal distribution, we actually get twice as many applicants from public schools so the equal distribution in ad-
mission is actually misleading. One thing that I’ve noticed here anecdotally is the rising number of  transfer students 
we admit—time for another statistical analysis! §

Lots of  things: critical habitat, requiring that agencies cooperate, that if  agencies were likely to impact endangered 
species they had to consult with the Department of  the Interior and the Department of  Commerce (for marine 
species), money to help states so they could set up their own programs, listing what we mean by protecting species, 
and what are the actions that constitute threats to them. The important thing is that itõs not just òkillingó but affect-
ing the habitat and thinking of  disturbance in this way. I also clearly stated that it was the policy of  our country to 
protect endangered species and keep them from extinction. 

Did your work enjoy bipartisan support?

It received complete bipartisan support. It was 1973, and back then both sides in Congress, Democrats and Repub-
licans, worked together. I had worked with both sides at the Smithsonian, so when I took the White House job the 
þrst thing I did was go to Bob Haldeman, because the Senate and House were Democrat majorities, but the Admin-
istration was Republican. We had to have Democratic support if  we were to get through any of  our policies, so I 
asked Bob if  it was alright if  I worked with both sides, and he said, òYes, Lee do whatever you need to do, just donõt 
ever appear on the front page of  The Washington Post!” 

I used to have these meetings both Democrat and Republican staff  members and the only real interest was, “What 
can we do that will help the United States most.” Some people call this the “Golden Age” because for several years 
everyone worked together. All of  these things were passed unanimously. It wasnõt about sticking your þnger in the 
eye of  the other side; it was what can we do that helps the country most. It was a privilege to work with this Con-
gress because you could get a lot done.

Lee, whatõs happened to our government and how can we þx it?

Since Reagan that amity has gone to hell. What we want to see is a return to a situation where what’s good for the 
country is what matters and not what scores points over my political opposition. So, one thing people can do is 
make sure to vote for people whose standards are good for the country, not political. Another big thing obviously is 
trying to stop and reverse the CO2 greenhouse gas emissions which means again taking the environment seriously. 
I þnd it almost unbelievable that our President insists on saying that itõs all a hoax. This morning in the Post there 
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was an editorial talking about the increasing agreement 
on climate change, and it talked about the public, not just 
Democrats, and big corporations including energy com-
panies who are planning on working towards dealing with 
climate change. In other words, if  there is nearly 100% 
agreement among world scientists that global change 
is due to human activities, then this can all still happen 
without the support of  the President and few hardliners. 
Hopefully we will see more of  that, and Congress will 
come along that line. 

Any lessons from the Valley that have been of  use to you in your 
work and life?

One that is less direct on ecology but very important has to do with self-government, because it was, and I think 
still is, one third of  what the students do. I learned a lot about how you develop support and backing from people 
and from that whole side of  the education at Deep Springs. This lesson meant that when I went to UC Berkeley, 
in less than one semester I had been appointed to the governing council of  the Student Body and was re-elected 
the whole time I was there. The experience with governance and policy at Deep Springs has also stood me in good 
stead ever since: every job Iõve ever had has had a fair amount of  policy work or working with government. 

And, how do you get òsupport and backingó?

You þnd positions that are of  beneþt to the other side as well as your own. A win-win situation is hard to argue 
against, and you will not get very far if  you stick with your position only. But if  you recast your issue to be of  bene-
þt to the others you have an almost certain win. 

How did you and your wife Marty meet?

We were both at the Smithsonian together and have collaborated a great deal and published articles and books to-
gether. Marty worked with me in Southeast Asia. In each country we would meet the Head of  State and would then 
go out and spend time in the country. These were nations not yet committed to industry, and we helped a number 
of  them start National Park systems and Wildlife Conservancies. At that time you have to realize women were sort 
of  second class in a number of  these countries, but the fact that Marty was a full partner with me and got to the 
top of  the mountains faster than any of  the rest of  us had a really big impact on the people there and the women 
especially. 

Before I met her, Marty and another Vassar graduate started the Student Conservation Association. They’d bring 
seven thousand or more volunteers to work in National Parks and protected areas each year. It’s still going strong 
and regarded as the most effective source of  volunteer support for the Parks. A big percentage of  Parks Service 
employees were introduced to our National Parks in this program.

Do you still hike? 

Well I’m eighty-six and Marty’s eighty-eight and we do okay! Every summer of  our lives we’ve hiked in the Sierras 
on the east side of  them, and we’ve climbed all over the world, in the Himalayas, over 18,000 feet in Bhutan, and 
our boys are both climbers. Sheõs gone off  just now to go swimming with one of  them. Today is our 60th anniversa-
ry. We’ve had a fantastic life. 

Students look on as branding begins.










