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DS77 Visit and Observatory Dedication
by Brian Hill, Herb Reich Science Chair

DS77 dedicates the observatory, left-to-right, Arjen Maarleveld, Kevin Matthews, Joe Klemke, Clarence Hayes, Kimber-
ly McKittrick, Jim Gorman, Neil Kearney, Michael Jacobson, Paul Kelly, and Peter Rosenblum

Hexi Jin, DS23, throws all her weight into moving Arch-Nemesis
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Nature scheduled the path of a 
solar eclipse to go over Deep Springs 
on Saturday morning, Oct. 14, 2023, 
almost three years after the Deep 
Springs Class of 77 met online and 
decided they would like to fund the 
Deep Springs Observatory. To thank 
DS77 and to dedicate the observato-
ry, the College timed the visit to coin-
ȇȧȍȑ ϪȧɞȤ ɞȤȑ ȑȇȷȧɐɗȑ  Oɞ ϪǸɗ ɞȤȑ Ѩɔɗɞ 
ϩȧɗȧɞ ɗȧȽȇȑ ɞȤȑ ȽȑϪ /L ϪǸɗ ȞɔǸȽɞȑȍ 
its temporary occupancy permit 
(see “Report on the New Boarding 
LɃɡɗȑ

On Friday the 13th, the class 
assembled for dinner and to settle 
in. The next morning, the weather 
cooperated and a group of more than 
♅♃ ɗɞɡȍȑȽɞɗ  ɗɞǸџɡȷɞϰ  ǸȽȍ ϩȧɗȧɞɃɔɗ 
enjoyed the eclipse. That afternoon 
the observatory was dedicated.

The landscaping at the observatory 
ϪǸɗ ɃȽȷϰ ɔȑȇȑȽɞȷϰ ѨȽȧɗȤȑȍ  Oɞ ȧȽϩɃȷϩȑȍ

moving the largest rocks unearthed 
during excavation of the dome and 
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Milo Vella (DS18), garden man-
ager for the Paiute reservation, takes 
care not to hurry. Juggling vendors, 
needy customers, and a gaggle of kids 
who’ve declared war on the structural 
integrity of the bouncy house, he 
strides across the lot with a sense of 
tranquil importance. The 3-acre des-
ȧȞȽǸɞȧɃȽ Ƚȑϯɞ ɞɃ ɞȤȑ £ɔȧȆǸȷ hѢȇȑ Ǹɞ 
the edge of town is home to a verdant 
showing during the summer months; 
produce from the two hoop houses 
and the small garden are sold, while 
locals from Big Pine and Bishop set 
ɡɐ ɞǸȆȷȑɗ ɃџȑɔȧȽȞ ȤɃȼȑȼǸȍȑ ȆȑǸȍȑȍ 
jewelry, baked goods, potted plants, 
fruits, and more. 

Though Milo looks like your aver-
ǸȞȑ /ɔɃɃȵȷϰȽȧɞȑ  Ȥȑ Ѩɞɗ ȧȽ Ǹɗ ɞȤȑ ȝɃȇǸȷ 

point of interest in this bountiful des-
ert enclave. As the sun droops behind 
the Sierras on this September after-
noon, a distinct sense of optimism is 
ȧȽ ɞȤȑ Ǹȧɔ  Lȑ ȍɡȇȵɗ ȧȽɞɃ ɞȤȑ £ɔȧȆǸȷ 
hѢȇȑ ɞɃ ɞǸȵȑ ȇǸɔȑ Ƀȝ ɗɃȼȑ ȆɡɗȧȽȑɗɗ  
the kids who’ve taken a vested inter-
ȑɗɞ ȧȽ ɞȤȑ ȤǸɔϩȑɗɞ ɞȤǸɞ ȍǸϰ ϪǸȧɞ  Lȑ ɗ 
harvested everything they had for the 
garden that afternoon, but he takes 
care to guide them along the beds, 
ɐɃȧȽɞȧȽȞ Ƀɡɞ ɐȷǸȽɞɗ ǸȽȍ ѫɃϪȑɔɗ  

“One kid just got a hot dog cart. 
Lȑ ɗ ɔȑǸȷȷϰ ȑϯȇȧɞȑȍ  bȧȷɃ ɗǸϰɗ ϪȧɞȤ 
a smile on his face. Throughout the 
day he moves from group to group, 
laughing and chatting with ease; at 
other points, he talks in solemn voices 
with groups of tattooed, burly guys 
in cargo shorts and heavy metal shirts. 

One of these 
men is Noah 
Williams. Com-
ing from a long 
line of political 
activists, Noah’s 
voice is soft and 
Ѩɔȼ Ǹɗ Ȥȑ ȑϯ-
plains the history 
of the Paiute’s 
ȇɃȽѫȧȇɞ ϪȧɞȤ ]! 
county. Since LA 
bought up the 
Owens valley in 
the early 20th 
century, water 
rights have been 
at the center of 
ɞȤȑ ȇɃȽѫȧȇɞ Ƀϩȑɔ 
tribal sovereignty 
in California. 
Though the 
Paiute reserva-
tion is technically 

a distinct, sovereign nation, state-led 
exploitative practices, often in the 
interest of urban residents and white 
ranchers, have led to a continued 
degradation of the nation’s political 
power.

Noah explained this, and more, to 
a group of ~14 Deep Springers who 
had passed an isolation breach to sell 
garden produce and baked goods. 

Peaches, pears, and herbs from the 
DS garden, Inyo county’s largest, 
lined the table that day, but it was 
the Challah and Rugelach, baked by 
£ɃɗȇǸ LȑȞȑȷ 0ǸȽɞǸɔȑȷȷǸ 6{♅♆  ɞȤǸɞ 
took the show. Led by Ben Samuels 
and Coley Asbury (DS22), the Indig-
enous Relations Committee has em-
ȆǸɔȵȑȍ ȧȽ Ǹ ɔȑȽȑϪȑȍ ȑџɃɔɞ ɞɃ ȑɗɞǸȆȷȧɗȤ 
ties with the Paiute Reservation. 

There is a growing consensus 
ǸȼɃȽȞ ɞȤȑ ɗɞɡȍȑȽɞɗ ǸȽȍ ɗɞǸџɡȷɞϰ ɞȤǸɞ 
views a relationship with the Paiute 
as an enduring good for the College. 
Consistent engagement with local 
communities provides educational 
experiences for students alongside 
making it more accessible for Pai-
ute high-schoolers to apply to DS. 
Though it’s just over the pass, many 
in the community have never even 
heard of the College. Establishing 
Ǹ ȼɡɞɡǸȷȷϰ ȆȑȽȑѨȇȧǸȷ ɔȑȷǸɞȧɃȽɗȤȧɐ 
ϪɃɡȷȍ ȇȤǸȽȞȑ ɞȤǸɞ  LɃɐȑȝɡȷȷϰ  ȍɔȧϩȑȽ 
by passion from the SB and organi-
zational mettle on both sides of the 
pass, this marks the beginning of a 
lasting friendship. 

Deep Springs at the Paiute Market
by Gideon Berrie

T

Gideon Berrie (DS23) with a watermelon ready for market
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Processing of the bighorns by biologists and veterinarians with the assistance of Deep Springs students

vidual animals, the information we 
can obtain from captures allows for 
better monitoring and management 
of the population as a whole.”

 
On November 5th and 6th, 2023, 

the Deep Springs community hosted 
06D´ ɗɞǸџ Ǹɗ ɞȤȑȧɔ ȆǸɗȑȇǸȼɐ ȝɃɔ 
desert bighorn sheep captures. The 
Ѩɔɗɞ ȼɃɔȽȧȽȞ ȆȑȞǸȽ ϪȧɞȤ ǸȽ ɃɔȧȑȽɞǸ-
tion for all who were interested about 
the goals, methods, and safety of the 
operation. The experienced CDFW 
team can use additional hands when 
the helicopter brings several animals 
in at once so they asked to have four 
students available. Assisting is a hur-
ry-up-and-wait situation, since most 
of the day on the Main Circle was 
spent biding time while the helicop-
ter crew searched for animals in the 
vast landscape south of the College. 
Once animals were found though, 

the teams were busy.

Oleanna Pereira-Puerta, DS23 
describes the experience that she and 
Melania Espanal, DS23 had: “It was 
really cool to have people who were 
doing things with the animals that 
live in the desert, and that I’m not 
really familiar with. After the orien-
tation in the morning, Melania and I 
went to the computer and researched 
the animals for two hours. The biolo-
gists were very good at giving direc-
tions, and it felt great to be helpful. 
It was just a really good environment 
and it made me want to keep learning 
more about conservation.”

 
Three ewes and one ram were suc-

ȇȑɗɗȝɡȷȷϰ ɐɔɃȇȑɗɗȑȍ ȧȽ ȆǸɗȑȇǸȼɐ Ƀџ 
ɞȤȑ bǸȧȽ 0ȧɔȇȷȑ ɞȤȑ Ѩɔɗɞ ȍǸϰ ϪȧɞȤ ɞȤȑ 
assistance of many Deep Springers. 
The second day was spent in another 

herd unit—the Last Chance Moun-
tains—where four ewes and two rams 
Ϫȑɔȑ Ѩȑȷȍ ɐɔɃȇȑɗɗȑȍ Ȇϰ ɞȤȑ ȤȑȷȧȇɃɐɞȑɔ 
crew since the distance back to the 
College was too far for the animals 
to be ferried. “These captures allow 
us to obtain critical baseline informa-
tion about these herds: connectivity, 
population size, range, habitat use, 
and potential threats to the popula-
ɞȧɃȽ  ɗǸϰɗ EȷǸɗɗ  ȑ́ ȞɔȑǸɞȷϰ Ǹɐɐɔȑ-
ciated the hospitality of the College 
and interest of the students and hope 
to continue the relationship in the 
future to promote conservation.” 
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