





Fall Course Offerings

MATHEMATICS AND POLITICAL LIFE - AMITY WILCZEK

is course explores how mathematical reasoning and the language of mathematics have the potential to alter and enhance interaction
with politically charged information and discourse. e course focuses on two central areas: rst, developing the mathematical and
computer programming skills to interpret complex quantitative data, and second, exploring the in uence of social choice theory in dem-
ocratic voting systems.

HISTORY AND FUTURE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE - AMITY WILCZEK

Despite remarkable advances in disease prevention and treatment in the last century, the Global Health Council estimates that 15 million
deaths each year are caused by infectious diseases. is course explores how the biology of diseases a ects transmission and treatment
and how this interplay in turn in uences public health decisions. For their nal projects, students will investigate an invented or existing
infectious disease not covered in the course, describing the disease’s method of action, mode of transmission, and factors of risk.

PLATO: THE REPUBLIC - DAVID McNEILL

is course is devoted to a close reading of Plato’s Republic as an introduction to fundamental questions of philosophy. Students are fol-
lowing the text in its explorations of the scope of human knowledge, the aspiration toward a perfectly just society, the relation between the
individual good and the common good, the relation between individual psychology and social psychology, and the fundamental nature
of reality.

DOSTOEVSKY - DAVID MCNEILL

is class is devoted to reading e Double, Notes from Underground, e Possessed and e Brothers Karamazov. Dostoevsky’s novels
have profoundly impacted both religious and secular traditions of thought. Students seek to understand better the reasons behind Dos-
toevsky’s broad in uence, paying particular attention to the way in which his various characters each embody autonomous perspectives,
seemingly independent of the author’s overriding intentions.

READING AND WRITING THE MODERN ESSAY - DAVID GORIN

is course is an introduction to the art of the non- ction essay, taught by our new visiting professor from Yale University, David Gorin.
Students are learning how to cra compelling essays through close reading a wide variety of essays by authors including George Orwell,
Joan Didion, David Foster Wallace, Anne Fadiman, Leslie Jamison, and John D'Agata, who was a visiting student at Deep Springs for a
semester in ‘95. Students are writing and rewriting four essays, each inadi erent subgenre: personal essay, place essay, cultural criticism,
and argument.

MARX, WEBER, DURKHEIM - JENNY SMITH

is course is closely studying the works of three foundational thinkers in the social sciences: Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Emile Durkheim.
Students are examining the rise of industrial capitalism, the growth of bureaucracy, the confrontation between science and religion, and
the transformed role of the individual vis-a-vis new structures of communal life. Additionally, students are studying how these thinkers
set out to understand such forces using scienti ¢ techniques, founding sociology as we know it today.

DEVELOPMENT - JENNY SMITH

What are the historical causes of some nations’ wealth and others’ poverty? What are the current factors keeping nations in poverty?
How can the world escape underdevelopment? And is the notion of ‘development’ a coherent concept in the rst place? Guided by these
questions, students are embarking on a study of the history, politics and economics of development, using texts by both Western and
non-Western authors.

INTRODUCTION TO DRAWING - JUSTIN KIM

Justin Kim, who last fall taught the immensely popular “Modernism through Modern Art”, has returned to the valley to teach drawing
in a studio art course. In the course of nding their artistic sensibility, students are developing skills of perception, approaches to formal
issues in drawing (line, shape, volume, tone, value, and composition), and skills of critique. Students are also studying other work and
frequently present their own. e class will be traveling to LA to visit a couple of galleries in term 3.



DS17 Student Bios

- by Will Borchard & Townes Nelson DS17

Hailing from Berkeley, CA, ELLIOTT JONES wears a single, ambiguous, and farm-stained t-shirt every day - without fail.
Elliott embodies the Deep Springs spirit through strict isolation, intense farm labor, and a refusal to shower. He'so en found
contemplating the “thick” texts for class, xing “boned” (a.k.a. broken or extremely bent) irrigation pipes on Betty (a.k.a. the
irrigation line south of 1 and 2), or employing his northern Californian vernacular to persuade unsuspecting members of
the SB.

From the beautiful city of Los Angeles, ASA FERGUSON is the man of style and taste in DS'17. Whether sporting the most
eclectic of the bonepile’s habiliments, mesmerizing class with his passionate elocution, or walking around the garden with a
gopher-slaying look in his eyes, Asa distinguishes himself as an independent and visionary Deep Springer.

GRIFFIN MAHON, commonly (or uncommonly) referred to as G-Money or Gri , has transferred to Deep Springs from
the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. He treats his withdrawals from the salty spray of the Ocean with almost daily
late night swims in the upper res, inviting anyone who's up for it. Gri n is known in the wider world as a moderator for the
website Rap Genius, and o en breaks down the complexity of Mos Def or the latest of SoundCloud rap on the SmoPo.

e kind spirit of Deep Springs, TANUJ GUHA loves his classmates almost as much as he loves ice cream. From Jamshedpur,
India, Tanuj’s joie de vivre is contagious. Besides smiling and greeting everyone he sees, or trying futilely to continue what-
ever activity the SB picked for edutainmenta er it has ended, Tanuj uses his free time to work tirelessly on his thrilling short
stories for our creative writing workshops or community DSPACs.

e nephew in the ancestral line of UWC Pearson students, AADIT GUPTA arrived in the valley from UWC-SEA a er a
brief stint at Yale-NUS (Singapore). Aadit feeds his progressive (read liberal) capitalist tendencies by devouring such maga-
zinesas e Economist, or laboring for empathy with rustbelt America as our Mechanic’s Assistant. Aadit o en challenges
the authority of Western Canon writers with the hopes of diversifying the Deep Springs’ curriculum.

Coming from his beloved city of Providence, BRANDON AGUILAR loves all things sincere. Brandon is recognizable
through his “What’s good?” and generous dap greetings. In the classroom, at the dinner table, or in the Rumpus Room, Bran-
don can be quickly identi ed for his ever-contemplative face hidden within the locks of a true philosopher’s hair.
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Interview continued...

ent standing committees and populating an alum advisory
board. We're laying the groundwork for more programs in
di erent locations. We're even beginning to contemplate
purchasing a campus!

In the midst of all that, I'm moving permanently to Gustavus,
Alaska in December. s is a town of about 400 people, 60
miles west of Juneau, bordering the Inside Passage on one
side and Glacier Bay National Park on all three oth- _
ers. It's only accessible by bush plane or ferry. So ba- §
sically, it's a town with its own isolation policy.

I'm convinced that Gustavus is going to be a remark- §
able place to run Nunnian education programs, and §
I'm excited to bring our rst group of Arete Project &
students up there, hopefully in summer 2018. We'll &%
continue operating the Blue Ridge Session under
the leadership of our remarkable new Program Di-
rector, Kavita Hardy. And I'll get to focus my ener-
gies on writing our next chapter in Alaska.

ose energies will be substantial since, for the rst
time, the Arete Project will be my full-time job,
not just my side hustle. Not only will that give me
the opportunity to build Arete in a way I've been

dreaming about for years, but it will also give us the B g

Valley Insider

Wedding Bells at Henderson!
With jeans and work boots still soiled
with chicken droppings, Noah Beye-
ler DSO03, our resident small animals
whisperer, carpenter and alfalfa farmer
extraordinaire, was married to Gwen
Von Klan Beyeler this fall. ey hac

—

a beautiful

chance to expand our programs and embark on some new
experiments. For instance, the Blue Ridge Session will re-
main all women, since that experience has consistently been
for our students a valuable counterpoint to normal coed
school environments. But personally, I am looking forward
to creating coed programs for the Arete Project in Alaska.
With any luck, that will happen next summer — and Deep
Springs and Arete will go coed at the same time!  en, you
know, we can get together and swap notes.

Photo provided by the Arete project













Looking Back at the Reunion

-by John Dewis DS94 All reunion photos provided by Jacob Dickinson DS76

Would the voice of the desert be audible among 500? | lay on my back on the main circle and closed my eyes. e sunset
brought wind, the irrigation lines irrigated, a truck turned a corner, a heifer lowed. And the murmur of many voices of many
genders of many ages of a thousand hellos and hurrahs. e voice of the desert was audible indeed- and it was us!

Someone - Karl Jaspers?- said you're either Jesus or Socrates. You nd what you seek alone in the wild or in the crowd of the
marketplace. Deep Springs places the city in the desert and tells you to be both. Something like Vegas but inverted: the vast
and incoherent masqerades as the small and clear. You are asked to sit with your friends and reason through the impossible.
You cannot be unchanged by this.

I always thought the voice of the desert was out there somewhere in the rocks whispering to no one in particular. Perhaps
it was a lion Soldier Pass. On June 29, 2017, there were more people in Deep Springs Valley than ever in recorded history.
More than when the soldiers hid in the pass, and more than when an Inyo County politician counted votes from a phantom
community in White Mountain City. What were we all doing back here?

Same thing as ever: cooling o in the
reservoir, walking under the stars,
talking, thinking. Friday night the cars
roll in and my wife says, “Wow, lots of
energy, can't tell if it's all good or not”
People standing with their hands on
their hips, looking. Every square inch
of valley is owned collectively like a
memory in a muscle. is is where x
happened.  is is where | failed. is
is where | was a great friend. is is
where | read that thing that changed
everything. is is where something
mattered to me for the rst time, and
I said so.

By Saturday morning the valley was adazzle: Exuberance! Hugs! Laughter! Tents lined the main road all the way to the cattle
guard, self-arranged by decade. You know, | thought, we have all chosen one another.  isisan odd thing. I love this here.
My wife says, “Amazing it turns out all that energy was good.” | talked to a man from the class of 1953 as if I'd known him
my entire life. | told someone’s eight-year-old daughter where to spot the owl. | heard someone say, “ s is where | learned
to listen” | heard someone say, “ is is where | learned to talk to anyone”

Nice to see current students looking a little lost, like what have you done with our place? And who are you, anyway? “Oh,
you didn't hear? We're you”

Funny how big worries become the nothings of the past, and the joys land in the hands of the young.  ere were some pic-
tures, some words, some predictions, some reminiscences, some spectacular dining, some more laughter. Nobody got hurt.
And then we were all gone. And the next students arrived to take up the work of the next century.









Biofeedback on the Racetrack with Lee Talbot DS48

-by John Dewis DS94

When a generous check to Deep Springs turned up from Lee
Talbot DS48, | grabbed the phone and called him without
looking at his class year or age. It was only a er he told me
about his racing career, and that he routinely beats race-car
drivers sixty years his junior, that | did some math.

Lee is 87 years old and directed environmental policy for
Nixon and Ford and was an author of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. He has conducted over 160 research expeditions
to unknown areas on ve continents and teaches Environ-
mental Science and Public Policy at George Mason Univer-
sity near DC. Is he the only champion driver with three ad-
vanced degrees?

To the question whether anything from Deep Springs helped
shape his career, life, or philosophy, Lee responds: “ e rad-
ically di erent points of view and educational backgrounds
at Deep Springs” is might come as a surprise to those of
us who look at photos from the 40s, in which visual homo-
geneity appears the most striking di erence between then
and now. Lees re ection reminds us that diversity of many
sorts can play a meaningful role in intimate working and
academic relationships, and in ways that can be opaque to a
third party or minimized by the sweep of history.

“Two of us were from the West,” he says. “One of the things
I remember sharply was for some time the other members of
the SB looked down on the West as intellectually inferior and
culturally backward. One of my own reasons for supporting
co-ed is that in my experience females in classes bu er that
sort of position and treatment. Just look at today’s Wash-
ington Post headline of what's happening in Hollywood. We
haven't got this gured out yet, but it’s about time.”

Lee treats racing as an intellectual endeavor (heisa erall a
scientist and a Deep Springer). And this is also why he has
been able to race successfully into his late eighties. e phys-
ics of the sport is intellectual, anticipating his own future lo-
cation on the track at 150 mph, but so is the mental training.

He admits he is more prone to fatigue at his age, but this just
means shi ing his practices so they don't a ect his timing.
He chooses earlier and earlier marks on the track to begin
making choices about more gas or more brake as the race
proceeds. He explains, “I make a biofeedback arrangement
with myself, because you have to get ready mentally and then
sustain it the whole race. When you've got twenty, thirty,
or forty other cars, you have to know what they're all doing,

too!

at means even though it takes longer for his eyes to com-
municate with his foot on the pedals, there is no external
indication on video or to the other drivers that he is in fact
adjusting his decision-making to accommodate his mind. “If
you brake too early on a curve the other cars go by, and if you
brake too late, well, it's embarrassing, expensive, and painful,
all of which is counterproductive.”

Lee’s latest motorsports victory was in August of this year.
He raced in Monterey, California, driving a 1967 Ginetta G4
to become the overall winner of the event. e award took
note of his spry enthusiasm over six decades of accomplished
racing. In case six decades sounds like a long time, it's all
relative: he won his last race by six thousandths of a second.



Student Opinions on Internet and Isolation

- by Akash DS16, Aadit DS17 and John DS16

Akash:

Something strange has been happening in my generation. We are spending the least time with friends, we are entering the
fewest relationships, and we are reporting the highest feelings of loneliness, since these statistics have been collected. We're spending
less time outside, less time doing homework, less time working for pay, less time sleeping, but more time in our rooms. \We are su ering
a silent epidemic in the psychological realm. Across the country, we face an onslaught of serious mental illnesses, and particularly de-
pression. s isn't coddled teenagers whining. In the issue closest to my heart, we face a massive rise in suicide rates, which are now the
third leading cause of young death. And the most alarming thing about this epidemic, across all these metrics and many more, is that it
began only about a decade ago and has been worsening every year since.

Buoyed by a growing wealth of direct experimental studies, the consensus of mental health professionals and researchers
blame one primary culprit: the unprecedented pervasion of the internet into almost every facet of my generation’ lives.

is is a context that | think is sorely lacking in discussions around the internet at Deep Springs. It is true that internet use is
di erentat Deep Springs than outside—we use it less, for one, and it’s less entangled with our immediate social lives, for another. If ev-
eryone used the internet as we do, | have no doubt America would be a healthier country. But it feels altogether too cavalier—and even
a touch narcissistic—to dismiss the risks of the internet just because of these di erences, to blithely assume that they inoculate us from
the globe’s diseases.

e internet undoubtedly provides some bene ts to the Student Body. It facilitates committee work; it allows us to maintain
relationships to friends and family; for certain classes, it can be a helpful tool for research; it helps us nd statistics to use in essays rail-
ing against the internet.

But the internet also can be deeply destructive to the project we chose to pursue by enrolling at Deep Springs. A key element
of Deep Springs is the ground rule that isolates us from the outside world in order to enable (some would say ‘force”) us to focus on
building relationships and community in the valley. e internet inverts this principle, connecting us to the outside world but isolating
us from each other.  is is why David Neidorf, the only current inhabitant of the valley who has seen Deep Springs pre- and post- in-
ternet, reports that student complaints of the di  culty of forming meaningful relationships have grown in direct proportion to the
increasing reliability of the internet.

But the tension between unlimited internet use and the mission of Deep Springs goes deeper than the isolation policy. e
“Marx Weber Durkheim” class recently read an essay by the analytical Marxist Jon Elster which argued against the capitalist emphasis
on consumption, and advocated for a greater emphasis in its place on self-realization. Capitalist economics assume that people want
to consume things. Marxist economics assumes that people want to achieve things, want to do things well, want to create, and in their
creation, to create themselves.

When we were admitted to Deep Springs, we received a letter telling us that this college did not o er an education through
consumption, but instead through responsibility in all pillars, through intentional action towards our ends—in a word, through self-re-
alization. Consumption is immediately gratifying, but ultimately leads to self-alienation, the type evidenced by the statistics | began
this article with. Self-realization is immediately onerous, but ultimately leads to, well, a self.  is principle seems to me the heart of the
Deep Springs pedagogy.

e way most people use the internet, and indeed the way much of the internet’s pro t structure depends on people to use
it, is of consumption. We robotically scroll through Facebook or vox.com or Net ix, following the whims of immediate grati cation,
clicking what websites put on the screen for us to click, losing track of time and purpose as we consume and consume and consume.

ere isaway, | believe, to create a di erent kind of internet use at Deep Springs: we allow ourselves to use the internet on
certain designated computers, but only a er circulating a memo (“brainsplat”) to the SB in which we articulate what exactly we will use
it for.  us students will only use the internet for purposes they themselves are comfortable with and unashamed of. ey will use the
internet to achieve their own ends — to develop and realize their selves.

I don't deny that this would incur some cost of private freedom of action. But such a libertarian argument would ignore a
premise of self governance, of community life, which gives us justi cation to ask each other not to drink alcohol or leave the valley
without cause, and more broadly to commit to all the various aspects of the Deep Springs project —that we may make demands on
each other in order to allow each other, and our public, to ourish.  at’s why we're here.
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