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D e - n i n  L e e
  When professor De-nin Lee arrived in the valley in 
August with her husband Jack and their son Sebastien, many 
were impressed by how quickly and naturally they integrated 
themselves into the Deep Springs milieu. Here for the fall 
semester on leave from Bowdoin College, De-nin leads a 
class on art and politics in 20th century China, bringing an 
East Asian tilt to our often occidental curriculum. While De-
nin contributes to the academic program, Jack and Sebastien 
explore the valley—venturing as far as Dead-Horse mead-
ows—help in the kitchen, or toss the frisbee with students 
on the main circle. In addition Jack spends many hours in the 
woodshop re-defining the space and repairing furniture and 
loose ends around the college.

and dynamics of  marine photosynthetic microbes. Dur-
ing his intervening time “on shore” he pursues his other 
research interests in marine microbial ecology and leads 
graduate courses in his institution’s joint program with 
MIT.
 Sam fits naturally into the Deep Springs project, 
riding on the occasional cattle drive or with students on 
weekends. He says that 
one of  the great lessons 
he gained from Deep 
Springs was the ability 
to take two interests—
one intellectual, and 
one practical—and 
unite them to build a 
life and career. “On 
the one hand you’re 
dealing with ecologi-
cal theory of  marine 
photosynthesis, and on 
the other hand you’ve 
got the duct tape and 
the superglue and the bailing wire, trying to make some-
thing that’s going to go into the ocean.” Sam continues 
to express this practical intellectualism, and we thank him 
deeply for his time in the valley and for bringing this qual-
ity and approach to life with him.

 Sam Laney DS87 returned to the valley in August 
to teach both a standard course in Differential Calculus 
and an advanced course in Multivariable Calculus, having 
taught computer science and mathematics at Deep Springs 
before, in 2007. 
 Sam grew up in a small paper-mill town on the 
Kennebec River in central Maine. After high school he 
spent two years at Deep Springs (1987-89) before continu-
ing his studies at Cornell University. Sam lived at Telluride 
Association’s Cornell Branch, serving twice as house presi-
dent, where he was able to maintain his interest in Nunnian 
education while completing a joint degree in Engineer-
ing and Biology. He then worked at the Department of  
Energy’s Brookhaven National Laboratory on Long Island, 
developing and field-testing technology for monitoring the 
health of  oceanic microorganisms. Later he worked in the 
ocean instrumentation industry in both the US and UK, 
and subsequently went back to graduate school at Oregon 
State University, where he earned a Ph.D. in Biological 
Oceanography with a minor in Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science. 
 Sam received a post-doctoral research scholar-
ship at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, where 
he began growing his current  research program in polar 
oceanography. Sam now spends a couple months out of  
each year on icebreakers in the Arctic, studying the health 
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 De-nin attended UC Berkeley, where her academic 
interest in art history first began to bud. Initially interested 
in questions of  social dynamics and historical changes, De-
nin says it was actually through art history that she gained 
perspective to begin answering some of  her questions and 
explore these interests. De-nin earned her Masters at Williams 
College, and eventually returned to the west coast to further 
her studies on Chinese art and painting at Stanford, where her 
Ph.D. work culminated in a book, The Night Banquet, pub-
lished in 2010. 
 De-Nin’s political art history course has broken the 
mold in a Deep Springs way with a creative hands-on com-
ponent where students are asked to practice calligraphy and 
painting in order to gain additional perspective on the mate-
rial at hand. De-Nin says she and Jack were attracted to Deep 

Springs because “we both felt that the commitment to labor, 
community, and the academic program here is an ideal we 
would like to see elsewhere. This is one of  the best situations 
I’ve seen for teachers at the college or university level.” 

 Philip Gourevitch, contributing editor to the New 
Yorker, visited the Valley this past June as our Spring Withrow 
Speaker. He was joined by his wife Larissa MacFarquhar, also 
a journalist at the New Yorker, and their two dog-loving daugh-
ters. The family stayed in the valley for a week and were well 
received by the community. Everybody was won over by their 
charm, intelligence, and general amiability. 
 Mr. Gourevitch’s first speech was about his work as a 
journalist, which has largely focused on Rwanda and Central 
Africa. His book, We Wish to Inform You that Tomorrow We Will 
Be Killed with our Families: Stories from Rwanda, is an account of  
the Rwandan genocide, based primarily around interviews 
with survivors.
 This speech led seamlessly into Mr. Gourevitch’s 
following talk, which centered around how he came to be 
a journalist and how he believes it to be a life of  service. 

2 0 1 1  W i t h r o w  S p e a k e r s
P h i l i p  G o u r e v i t c h 

 Our fall 2011 Withrow Chair was Kristi Graunke, a 
senior staff  attorney with the Immigrant Justice Project at the 
Southern Poverty Law Center. 
 Ms. Graunke, following tradition, gave two talks 
while in the valley, one focusing on her professional career, 
the second about her route to that life. In her first presenta-
tion, Ms. Graunke discussed ongoing legal battles over the 
constitutionality of  Alabama’s draconian new law targeted at 
immigrants without papers. Ms. Graunke, who is part of  a 
team supporting attempts to have the law overturned, ana-
lyzed many of  the larger constitutional and legal issues at 
stake and answered numerous questions regarding the process 
whereby law is interpreted and put into practice. 
 In her second talk, Ms. Graunke talked about her his-
tory with both Telluride Association and Deep Springs (she 
was one of  a small group of  women Telluride students who 
joined the DS student body for two semesters in 1995-6). 

His work is certainly a service to humanity. Mr. Gourevitch 
performs the difficult but important task of  humanizing and 
presenting the tragedies and conflicts of  the third world to an 
audience that is often far removed from them. He noted that 
a common question which has driven him through much of  
his work is “Why do events that occur in other parts of  the 
world have no conceivable effect on the average American 
matter?” Through his work Mr. Gourevitch clearly demon-
strates a conviction that these events do matter. He says that 
asking this question has been an important step in delivering 
news and raising awareness of  these tragedies an American 
audience with no notable stake in the matters.
 Philip and his family’s visit to the valley was invigo-
rating and pleasant for the community; it left everyone with a 
host of  new questions and potentially inspired a few budding 
journalists.   

K r i s t i  G r a u n k e
While at Deep Springs, she read about a case involving a 
class-action suit brought by maids against their employers, de-
manding fair treatment, wages, and benefits. Thinking about 
the massive human impact that cases like this can have moti-
vated Ms. Graunke to pursue public interest law. She ultimate-
ly graduated from Yale Law School and served for at time as 
clerk with the US Ninth Circuit Court. In her presentation, 
she also described her experiences litigating a suit brought by 
undocumented workers from Mexico against a company that 
had failed to pay its workers and then turned them over to im-
migration authorities when they protested their exploitation.  
 It was a pleasure having Ms. Graunke—whose bona 
fides as a student of  Nunnian educational programs and phi-
losophy towards public service are hard to match—return to 
Deep Springs and inspiring to hear about her work in public 
interest law.

Deep Springs’ 2010-2011 student body



Art and Politics in Twentieth-century China (Art His-
tory, Asian Studies) looks at Chinese art from the mid-19th 
century to the present as it intersects with changing political 
contexts.  Students explore how artists used various media, 
traditional or otherwise, to express new concepts of  nation-
hood, mobilize against Japanese aggression, raise political 
consciousness among workers and peasants, and voice politi-
cal protest. Instructor: De-nin Lee.  

Directed Study in Introduction to Multivariable Calculus 
(Mathematics) is a comprehensive, accelerated course in 
multivariable calculus comparable to the first two-thirds of  a 
semester-long course in this material. Instructor: Samuel R. 
Laney DS87. 

Hegel and the Politics of  Recognition (Political Science, 
Philosophy) seeks to understand the nature and function of  
human claims for and of  recognition and how these claims 
affect norms of  equality, justice, dignity, and community 
in the political world today by examining the foundations 
of  recognition in Hegel’s Phenomenology and its master-slave 
dialectic. The class is also undertaking a survey of  response to 
Hegel. Instructor: Joel Alden Schlosser. 

History of  Geometrical Optics: Plato to Descartes; 
Newton to Einstein (History, Philosophy, and Rhetoric 
of  Science; Composition) focuses on the optical research 
and methodological remarks of  Descartes and Newton, using 
optics to look at the evolution of  scientific method. It also 
includes a lab component where students recreate the major 
optical experiments of  scientific history. Instructor:  Brother 
Kenneth Cardwell, FSC.  

Independent Study in Heidegger: Politics and Philoso-
phy (Political Science, Philosophy) examines the philo-
sophical thought of  Martin Heidegger and its importance for 
our understanding of  identity, history, nihilism, technology, 
and politics. The course is principally directed to an encoun-
ter with the profound meaning of  his thinking for contempo-
rary ethics and politics. Instructor: Joel Alden Schlosser. 

Introduction to Calculus (Mathematics) is a comprehen-
sive course in single variable calculus comparable to the first 
half  of  a semester-long course in this material. Students work 

cooperatively and interactively outside of  class in solving 
problem sets, reviewing progress and understanding. Classes 
are mostly student-led. Instructor:  Samuel R. Laney DS87.

Liberalism and its Discontents (Political Science, Philos-
ophy) examines the genesis and basic elements of  liberalism. 
In addition to understanding and analyzing these theories in 
their historical contexts, the class is considering these argu-
ments in light of  some of  liberalism’s discontented critics and 
as they appear in contemporary discussions of  the state, the 
social contract, diversity, inequality, and democratic move-
ments.  Instructor: Joel Alden Schlosser.  
 
Literature Seminar: “Hey lady, you got the love I 
need…” a.k.a. Imagined Women (Literature, Compo-
sition) examines the question: How do we look at women 
for the love we need?  For what kinds of  love, from which 
kinds of  need?  And, who are the women we seek, whether 
in reality or fantasy? This course draws together juicy, classic 
works of  literature (Anna Karenina, Dubliners, Mrs. Dalloway, 
and Lolita, to name a few) that engage these questions, and in 
doing so, open up views onto ourselves that extend beyond 
the woman-specific character of  those questions. Instructor:  
Jennifer Rapp.  

Plato Seminar: The Art & Craft of  Philosophical Writ-
ing, Reading, Living (Philosophy), through an engage-
ment with Plato, asks students to reckon with what it means 
to read and write and how these bear upon the state of  the 
soul and a reality beyond the self. Central Texts: Meno, Phaedo, 
Phaedrus, Symposium, Republic. Instructor:  Jennifer Rapp.  

Mathematical Modeling of  Populations:  Malthus Meets 
Matrices (Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, Ecol-
ogy) explores how to transform logical arguments into a 
mathematical form and vice versa, focusing on two standard 
approaches to modeling populations – differential equation 
models of  continuous population growth, and matrix models 
of  discrete stages of  population growth.  Instructor: Amity 
Wilczek.

 This semester the Deep Springs academic course offering is broadly varied, offering students a chance to dig deeper 
into personal areas of  academic interest, from multi-variable calculus to Chinese art history. We are pleased to have visiting 
faculty members Samuel Laney and De-nin Lee teaching this fall, along with our dean, Brother Kenneth Cardwell, and our 
three returning long-term faculty members: Joel Schlosser, Jennifer Rapp, and Amity Wilczek.

Fall Semester 2011 Course Offerings



The History and Future of  Infectious Disease (Biology, 
Evolution, Medicine, Public Health, Ecology) explores 
how the biology of  infectious diseases affects disease trans-
mission and treatment, and how knowledge of  disease biol-
ogy influences public health decisions. Focusing on eight hu-
man diseases caused by viruses, bacteria, prions and protozoa, 
students cover basic principles of  epidemiology, biology of  
micro-organisms, immune system function, vaccination strat-
egies, and treatment approaches. Instructor: Amity Wilczek

Introduction to Automotive Technology (Activity Class) 
is a basic introduction to the functions and maintenance of  
automobiles.  The class focuses on a practical understanding 
of  what goes on under the hood and simple trouble shoot-
ing and problem-solving for the home mechanic. The aim is 
to help students feel comfortable performing minor repairs 
and routine maintenance on a wide variety of  cars and trucks.  
Instructor:  Padraic MacLeish DS99. 

 We regret to announce that Mark 
DS99 and Callie Dunn will leave Deep 
Springs Valley this December. Mark 
has worked at the college for five years 
heading the farm operation, and Callie 
has spent almost eleven years of  her life 
growing up on the ranch. Now as their 
life takes a new turn, they head to Nevada 
where they will work reviving a large al-
falfa farm, after which they will take their 
agricultural expertise to Zambia to help 
AIDS victims and farming communities 
there. As the Dunns undertake these wor-
thy plans for their future and follow their 
calling to a life of  service elsewhere, we 
students are reminded of  their inspiring 
work here and the sincere and steadfast values for which 
they both stand.  
 It’s difficult to quantify the dedication and work 
Mark has infused into the Deep Springs labor program. 
He has strengthened the alfalfa operation over his five 
year tenure, increasing its annual yield five-fold; he’s con-
structed a three-hundred-foot alfalfa barn, brought new 
life to the welding shop, built machinery and wagons for 
the farm, and helped improve the livestock operations. 
Most importantly, Mark is a great teacher and mentor to us 
students. He gives even the most city-white-boyish of  us 
all the callouses and grit to get things done. Through his 
engineering genius in the shop or his perspiration in the 
fields Mark possesses a gumption so necessary here, and 
naturally inspires this spirit in students by making even the 
greasy and grueling work glorious. Furthermore, his integ-
rity and humble comportment asks for no recognition.
 Similarly, for all intents and purposes Callie has, 
in recent years, felt like a member of  the farm and ranch 
staff. We are all thankful for the degree to which she has 
given herself  to this place and community. She carries with 

A  F a r e w e l l  T o  
T h e  D u n n  F a m i l y

her an equananimous character unrivalled in the valley, and 
regularly humbles students when pouring concrete for the 
barn, pushing cattle, tractoring, cutting alfalfa, helping the 
ewes and pigs give birth, or playing on the soccer field. 
Like Mark, Callie never seeks to display her practical wis-
dom and skills, reminding us of  the importance of  mod-
esty, and that the greatest lives of  service are unadorned. 
They are pure, simple, and noble.
 Mark and Callie will soon take their omnicompe-
tence to Nevada. For roughly two years they plan to work 
and revive a one-thousand-acre, center pivot, alfalfa farm 
in Railroad Valley on land that’s been fallow for over a de-
cade. Furthermore, to gain foreknowledge and practice for 
their agricultural work in Zambia, they will revitalize this 
Nevada farm off  the grid. This will be the true litmus test 
of  Mark and Callie’s practical ingenuity, workmanship, and 
resolve; and we know they will humble us once again with 
their success.
 We’re proud and honored to have worked with 
Mark and Callie, and we are proud and excited for the life 
they are leaving us to pursue. Their legacy remains with us.



speakers, dinners, and any number of  logistics. On top of  
this, she awards every graduating second-year a plaque with 
a dried desert flower and Nunn’s famous quote: “For what 
came ye into the desert?”
 In addition to their daily duties and extracurricular 
involvement, the Mitchells generously open their doors every 
Sunday evening to any community members who wish to par-
ticipate in their weekly Bible study. Always replete with cook-
ies, hot tea, and good cheer, Bible study provides a welcom-
ing family atmosphere — a welcome break from the Deep 
Springs work week — and gives students a chance to learn a 
great deal from the Mitchells’ wealth of  knowledge about the 
Bible. Karen often cites the event as her favorite part of  the 
week. 
 Given their love for the Bible and its teachings, it 
makes good sense that the next community the Mitchells are 
moving to is a Christian-based one. Karen says it resembles 
Deep Springs in many ways: it is a small, ranch based com-
munity that is devoted to the ideal of  service to humanity. 
The Mitchells will be moving to an outpost in Montana, but 
the program they will be involved in, “Youth With a Mission” 
functions internationally, and after a few months in Montana, 
they will be assigned a station in India, Ukraine, Taiwan, Ne-
pal, or Thailand. 
 While sad to be leaving Deep Springs, the Mitchells 
are very excited for the next step in their life together, and 
are eager to go abroad to serve humanity. The community 
wishes them good luck on their coming adventures, and many 
sincere thanks for their years of  hard work, dedication, and 
kindness to community members.  

 This summer the Deep Springs community learned 
that it would have to say goodbye to Ken and Karen Mitch-
ell, our Ranch and Garden Managers, and their daughters 
Emily and Katie when they take their leave at the end of  this 
December. This news was received with great regret, as the 
Mitchells have been an integral and positive presence in the 
community during their tenure here. 
 The Mitchell family first moved to the college in 
April of  2000. The summer before arriving, they worked 
at a pack station after leaving the Voget Ranch, where they 
farmed alfalfa and worked with cattle and horses. Ken was 
hired on as the Deep Springs Farm Manager, and Karen took 
the job of  landscaper. Her tenure is responsible for many of  
the beautiful trees that populate the campus. 
 In 2005, Ken moved to the Ranch Manager position, 
which he has loved for the opportunity it has given him to 
work with cows and young horses. He has also been thank-
ful for the time he has been able to spend at the lake pasture, 
his favorite spot in the valley, and one that he says that he 
will miss dearly. During his time as Ranch Manager, Ken has 
conditioned and refined the cattle herd to be very docile and 
obedient, due primarily to the large amount of  time he has 
spent with the herd, his introduction of  Lasater Beef-Master 
bulls, and employment of  Bud Williams’ “low-resistance 
cattle handling”. Ken says that his fondest memories of  Deep 
Springs are from cattle drives, and having his family go on 
them with him.
 Every fall and early winter, Ken has also taught a 
horsemanship class in which he instructs students in saddling, 
horse handling, and riding. 
 When she began working 
as Garden Manager, Karen had to 
learn the difficult art of  growing 
produce in the desert; an art she has 
not only excelled at, but has taught 
well to the numerous students who 
have worked under her guidance.  
In addition to teaching and manag-
ing students, she has also been con-
stantly available to talk with them, 
her ears and heart open to anyone 
who ever needed to talk. Karen says 
she has felt privileged to work in 
the garden for so long, and that it is 
“the prettiest place in the valley.”
 Karen has also been the 
driving force behind the gradua-
tion ceremonies that have taken 
place during her time here, working 
with first-year students to organize 
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Left to right: Callie Dunn, Matthew, Ken (back row), Emily, Katie, Karen (front row)



philosopher. It’s rare to walk 
into a political philosophy 
class and not see him, nose 
to the page of  some obscure 
text written by an equally 
obscure theorist, which he 
will then proceed to confuse, 
confound, and illuminate 
you with. He’s also picked up 
some Plato as, according to 
him, there is clearly an ideal 
form of  breakfast (hint: you 
need bacon).

 You can always tell where 
Caleb Hoffman is by the sound of  barbershop tags echo-
ing throughout whatever build-
ing he inhabits at the time. 
An accomplished thespian, 
BH project master and newly 
minted farm teamer, Caleb 
might be the most enthusias-
tic Deep Springer to cross the 
cattle guard in recent memory. 
Between starting a choir and 
leading a barbershop quartet, 
he never seems to stop going. 
While he might be an academic 
and labor powerhouse, his most 
impressive achievement to date 
is memorizing the lyrics of  every single song produced by 
a major record label. How he manages to do it is anyone’s 
guess. But in the meantime, all we can do is marvel at his mi-
raculous renditions of  countless hip-hop and R&B classics.  

 If  there is a connection between a previous love 
of  hardcore punk and general great taste in music, Mat-

thew Marsico is your case study. 
A former resident of  the mean 
streets of  Charlotte, NC and one 
of  the recent group of  students to 
attend Deep Springs from Ardrey 
Kell High School, Matt is our 
resident funny man and musi-
cal fanatic. Whenever you need a 
pick-me-up, he’s your hobo jacket-
wearing, joke-telling man. Always 
on the smoking porch, retelling 
some hilarious story, his comedy 

 If  you don’t use Scala as 
your typeface of  choice, 
David Atkinson can prob-
ably give you some help 
with your aesthetic tastes. 
An ardent typographer (he 
delivered an oft-quoted 
speech about the subject 
during term one), David 
has followed his love of  all 
things electronic to its logi-
cal conclusion as the Class 
of  2011’s Frodo. Usually 

possessing a quiet air that often makes you think he knows 
something important that you don’t (and chances are he 
does), David has been known to hold passionate views on 
topics as diverse as the “Western conversation,” and Danc-
ing with Dragons. This diversity of  interests belies an intel-
ligence and insightfulness appropriate to a Deep Springer.

 While the rest of  us 
sleep, Michael Byars is tend-
ing to his orchids. Yes, he does 
in fact keep orchids in this dri-
est of  desert valleys, and they 
thrive. This care permeates 
Michael’s life here, including, 
but not limited to his passion-
ate affair with the cook’s dog, 
Magnus, and his love for the 
(now three) dairy cows. When 
he’s not caring for his flowers 
or cuddling with canines, he’s 
most likely catching up on the 
sleep he’s missed because of  
the early morning milk runs he’s been on since Term 2. 
However, none of  this precludes him from taking an active 
role in education here, and he seems to have taken it as a 
personal mission to keep the rest of  us on our toes during 
seminar discussions and student body meetings. 

 A resident of  Bollnäs, Sweden, Felix Froms has 
apparently inherited the traditional northern European 
traits of  resilience and composure. You’ll often find him 
happily driving a tractor for farm team at 4 in the morning, 
or arguing with Bennet about what lines to move. How-
ever, his obsession with all things farm team-related does 
not detract from his part-time job as resident metaphysical 

C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 1



When he’s not digging a ditch 
behind the dorm with GL, he 
can be found on the dorm porch, 
a cap on his head and a pipe in 
his mouth. Calm and serious, he 
contributes readily and eagerly 
with his clear voice. With impres-
sive time-management skills, he 
always finishes what he needs to 
get done days ahead of  deadline, 
leaving plenty of  time for getting 

a full night’s sleep and daily showers. Soon he’ll be bring-
ing speakers to campus as our new Withrow commissioner. 
Clean and serene, Rhys adds a touch of  class to our class. 

 Daniel Leibovitz defies stereotypes as our veg-
etarian butcher. He brings a passion for Israeli folk dancing 
and hugs, and a penchant 
for overalls and parachute 
pants. He’s equally excited 
to hike in the mountains and 
watch the moon rise over 
Eureka Valley as he is to 
wrestle on the lawn. He has 
taught us countless simple 
games on the main circle, 
as well as proving himself  a 
formidable opponent on the 
soccer pitch. His thoughtful 
and self-aware statements 
interspersed with silence are 
always carefully worded and 
passionately spoken. Hailing from Toronto and coming 
to the college after two years at King’s College in Halifax, 
Daniel brings us years of  experience, an overflowing heart, 
and a darn-impressive beard. 

 A Romantic at heart, Nick Marino is often seen 
dancing across the main circle, a song on his lips, or pluck-

ing on the SB guitar. He’s always 
quick to speak of  love. He brings 
a boundless enthusiasm to all 
his work, from gardening with 
his constantly ripping pants, to 
discussing Anna Karenina, to con-
tacting and interviewing authors, 
to his engagement in self-gover-
nance, to building a Fonz-themed 
scarecrow for the Tri-County 
Fair. A talented musician and 
a Gossip Girl expert, Nick’s 
sensitivity and singer-songwriter 

is guaranteed to lighten even the darkest of  moods. But, 
while always there to inject some insightful humor or an 
entertaining aside into a conversation, he also brings a se-
riousness, levelheadedness, and composure to SB meetings 
and class discussions. Combined with his compassionate 
nature, what more could you ask from a guy? 
 
 He might’ve had you fooled with his soft-spoken 
manner and quiet personality, but Isaac Stafstrom is one 
of  those people who seems to 
be talented at everything. When 
he’s not waking up in the wee 
hours of  the morning to milk 
cows, you’ll find him running 
along the back roads of  cam-
pus, practicing his Chinese cal-
ligraphy, picking on his banjo, 
or repairing some broken piece 
of  furniture in the woodshop. 
He’s that guy that you can 
always trust. You might think 
this man doesn’t have any fun, 
but, a possessor of  a surprising wit, he’s always quick to tell 
a wry joke or crack a huge smile. Additionally, along with 
Scott Wang of  DS10, he seems to be intent on bringing 
short shorts back into fashion. A dubious goal, but we’ll let 
him have it.
 
 Easily recognizable for the graceful swoosh of  hair 
across his forehead, Bennet Bergman brought his distinc-

tive style to many members of  
the SB through his hair-cutting 
talents. Barbering, however, 
is far from his only talent; as 
cook during Term 1, he honed 
his considerable skills in the 
kitchen, and now he brings his 
enthusiasm for sustainability and 
agriculture to the farm team. 
With exceptional handwriting 
and a refined musical taste, he 
can often be found in the paint-
ing studio, studying or playing a 
plunky banjo and singing with a 

resonant, warm, and passionate voice. Serious and reflec-
tive, Bennet speaks thoughtfully and sensibly. But when-
ever he cracks a smile, his face lights up brilliantly. 

 Hailing from Los Angeles, Rhys Dubin is more 
accustomed to the dry desert than most of  us. He’s an avid 
climber and outdoorsman, with hopes to head to the Sier-
ras over breaks for camping, fishing, and treks up Whitney. 



 A reluctant Vermonter, Keenan Lantz comes to 
the college after a year with AmeriCorps in New York City. 
Classy and classic, he 
cuts a distinctive figure 
in his white leather cow-
boy boots, polo shirts, 
and baseball cap. Wak-
ing up to his traditional 
circular alarm clock early 
every morning, he can 
often be found in the 
reading room studying 
at all hours of  the day, 
around the ranch run-
ning, or in the rumpus 
room engaged in earnest 
conversation. Though serious, he’s far from humorless, 
often cutting loose with quick witticisms and painful puns 
– he possesses a unique chuckle and exceptional comedic 
timing. He’s never afraid to approach ideas, to be the first 
to volunteer, or to speak his mind eloquently and poeti-
cally. An outspoken man, he draws you into whatever he’s 
doing – his enthusiasm can’t be resisted.

sensibility adds a wistfulness, reflectiveness, and beauty to 
everything he does.  

 An avid farm team mem-
ber, Ralph Flanders is 
dutiful, reflective, and 
hard-working. One of  
seven siblings, he hails from 
the Michigan town of  Mt. 
Pleasant. Deeply thought-
ful, he never shies from cri-
tiquing himself  in speeches 
or from seeking rational, 
logical, and grounded meth-
ods and ends in discussions. 
You often hear him play-
ing complex beats on the 
drums in the music room, 

or picking out intricate melodies on an SB guitar. When 
he doesn’t have urgent line moves, he can toss the disc im-
pressively and dominate the soccer field. With his drive for 
knowledge and his passion for logic, Ralph brings a fierce 
determination and perseverance to all he attempts. 

 In the aftermath of  the TDS decision that Deep 
Springs College should go coeducational, I’ve been consid-
ering the Student Body’s relationship to and participation 
in the decision-making process. My own views have been 
far from constant, but despite differences of  opinion, my 
classmates and I have taken the deliberations very seriously.
      In the end, the only two students who had a vote were 
the two elected Student Trustees, but the rest of  us found 
other ways of  contributing, putting in a lot of  time and 
effort. Many students had the opportunity to attend and 
contribute to the numerous listening sessions on and off  
campus. Recent graduate Carter West DS09 put in a lot 
of  time organizing relevant material from the archives. 
Students Scott Wang DS10, Daniel Leibovitz DS11, 
Keenan Lantz DS11, and Andrew Crawford DS10 all 
gave speeches on the issue the weekend of  the decision.
      The Student Body, according to the bylaws, must 
discuss coeducation at least once each year, and in the past 
two years, we have had more frequent discussions. The 
general sentiment has been far from consistent—some-
thing which should be expected from the high turnover 
rate and the small size of  the college. Based on the most 
recent student body discussion, the Student Body submit-
ted a positive statement to the trustees that, by simple 

majority, we believe that “Deep Springs should become a 
coeducational institution.” What this statement does not 
show is the diversity of  opinion among students. Some 
students abstained, the vote was far from unanimous, and 
some students still think that the transition is a bad idea. 
Many students are simply exhausted.
      The general excitement surrounding the decision at 
the time seems to contrast with the strange realization that 
none of  us are going to be in the valley when the college 
goes coed. That contrast gives me hope—even though 
my classmates may not feel the same way that I do about 
the issue, we all care about the future of  the college, and 
that care, expressed in students’ willingness to participate 
in the transitional process and committee work which has 
followed the decision and in their willingness to overlook 
differences of  opinion, is a refreshing conclusion to a year 
of  discussion and debate.

T h o u g h t s  o n  C o e d u c a t i o n
Edward Pimentel DS10



  Making music, in casual jams, formal lessons, and 
ensembles, remains a popular activity for students, staff, 
and faculty alike. We are happy to have Bill Shuck come out 
from Bishop once a week to facilitate a choral ensemble and 
provide lessons for many students. Outside of  formal lessons, 
music has a vital presence in campus life – one can often hear 
a guitar in the dorm, or someone singing as he crosses the 
main circle.
 An especially popular form of  music around the 
valley has been barbershop singing. Bright barbershop 
quartet sounds, marked by a piercingly clear tone, discordant 
and building chord progressions, and resonant resolutions, 
have become commonplace around campus during the past 
months. Every few nights, a newly-formed group of  any-
where from four to seven people fills the main building with 
the ringing chords characteristic of  that genre of  music.
 A quintessentially American style, barbershop 
originated in the South in the early twentieth century. Char-
acterized by nostalgic lyrics, smooth and direct tones, close 
harmonies with carefully arranged tension and resolution, 
and ringing chords, it has served as an exuberant release of  
pent-up energy and emotion – the quartet members sing 
their hearts out – and an excellent break between readings 
or essays. Created communally, this music provides us with a 
casual way to enjoy part of  our country’s musical heritage and 
each other’s voices. Participatory and addictively fun, barber-
shop has brought joy to singers (and hopefully listeners) on 
campus.
 Barbershop singing has been far from the only musi-
cal activity on campus. We are grateful to Brendan Taffe 
DS91 for leading a choir workshop with eight students early 
in September. He taught several songs arranged for four 
parts, from a bluegrass tune to a shapenote hymn to a mod-
ern Zimbabwean piece. Since that night, snatches of  those 

M u s i c  A t  D e e p  S p r i n g s

L a b o r

THE GARDEN ROAD
 Over the last six months, various garden and GL 
crews, under the helpful guidance of  Karen Mitchell, have 
been steadily adding to the new garden road, which will 
make it easier for garden crews to bring the abundant garden 
produce out to the BH. The road stretches from the front 
gate of  the garden nearly to the back fence, but cuts short 
of  it ten feet to allow for some choicely placed flowerpots at 

 Labor at Deep Springs has always been an integral part of  life, and an opportunity to pursue palpable goals in an 
effort to improve the college. You may be wondering what new projects are following our new hay barn, a massive enterprise 
completed last spring. It is true that nothing quite so big as the hay barn is presently in the works, but Deep Springers are 
working as hard as ever on projects that are equally as important to the betterment of  the college.

tunes can still be heard, repeated by individuals or groups. 
 We are also grateful to James Wilson, DS03, who 
during his recent visit led several nights of  music. A member 
of  the band Sons of  Bill, he entertained the community with 
many songs he has written, including some from his time as a 
Deep Springs student, and with stories about life as a musi-
cian.
 Music, no matter its form, continues to perme-
ate everyday life here. Octavian Drulea DS95 generously 
donated a steel resonator guitar to the student body. Almost 
any day you can find someone on the porch or rumpus room, 
picking out a song with its punchy and brassy sounds. Ca-
sual jams with banjos and guitars frequently occur, and the 
main room Steinway sees steady use from students and staff  
alike. Music – whether learned formally or by ear, played for 
oneself  or others, created individually or communally – fea-
tures prominently in our everyday life, especially as students 
are excitedly preparing for an upcoming DSPAC (a venerable 
Deep Springs tradition dating back to the Twenties) for the 
community and visiting families during Thanksgiving.

HEATING SYSTEM REPAIRS
 As if  straight out of  the movie Holes, on any given 
day one can look towards the BH and see nearly the entire 
GL crew shoulder deep in the dirt, shovels swinging, singing 
along to any number of  old bluegrass songs. Led by Henrik 
DS10, the LC, in both song and labor, the crew is digging a 
trench to unearth and repair a water pipe that lies between 
the dorm and the BH. 

Brendan Taffe instructs students



let the simple job description fool you. Harper Keehn DS10 
has been hard at work making a wide array of  jams, jellies, 
and marmalades, and doing more than enough research to be 
able to tell you the difference between them. Two of  the SB 
favorites thus far are a pear and ginger marmalade, and the 
classic but never disappointing purple grape jam from our 
vineyard grapes.

NEW DAIRY COW 
 Last but not least of  these projects, the Dairy boys 
have just inherited a brand new Holstein Cow by the name of  
Sarah and her newly-born purebred Holstein bull calf. Sarah 
comes to us courtesy of  Doug Van Beck, a Central Valley 
dairy farmer who keeps calves in Oasis. We’re grateful for 
the contribution. She seems to be getting along just fine with 
Ruth and Lillith, the two veteran cows. 

STUDENT PRESERVER:  
 In an effort to 
make the college just 
a little bit more self-
sustaining, and owing 
to the first labor surplus 
in years, Deep Springs 
welcomes its newest la-
bor position: Preserver. 
The prestigious post 
is just what it sounds 
like: preserving garden 
produce for year-round 
consumption. But don’t 

 We are sorry to announce that Hugh Oriel Nash, 
DS41, CB46, and TA46, passed away on September 15, 2011, 
in Lancaster, CA. He was 88 years old.
 Hugh Nash was born March 4, 1923, and spent his 
early years at Yenching University in China, where his parents 
were teachers; his first language was Chinese. Nash attended 
Westtown School, a Quaker school in Pennsylvania, where he 
was a successful athlete, the editor of  the school newspaper, 
and worked chopping wood for the school. 
 Hugh came to Deep Springs in 1941 intending to be 
a mechanical engineer; he followed in the footsteps of  Fred 
Balderston DS40, who had matriculated at Deep Springs 
from Westtown the year before. While a student here, Hugh’s 
father, Vernon Nash, an eminent Quaker thinker and promi-
nent in the World Federalist Movement, taught a course on 
post-war world planning, and his mother, Mary Rooker Nash 
taught a course on psychology. Nash’s classmate Erik Pell 
DS41 remembers a respected student who tended to keep to 
himself. “His opinion was always respected, though he was 
more quiet and reserved than the rest of  us.” Pell recalled 

deep admiration on Nash’s part for his father and the ideals 
for which his father worked. 
 After Deep Springs, Hugh joined the army, study-
ing Japanese at Cornell as part of  his training. When World 
War II ended, he returned to Cornell to finish his degree, 
where he lived in the Telluride House and became a member 
of  the Telluride Association. After graduating, Nash worked 
until 1964 as a writer and editor at World Government News, 
Inside Carrier, and Time Inc.’s Architectural Forum. However, 
New York City didn’t suit Nash, and in 1964, he left his writ-
ing career to move west and join the burgeoning environmen-
tal movement. He spent much of  the rest of  his life working 
as an editor and aide to renowned environmentalist David 
Brower, first at the Sierra Club, and later at Friends of  the 
Earth. 
 Nash edited the Sierra Club Bulletin and the maga-
zine for Friends of  the Earth, Not Man Apart. He also edited 
several books published by Friends of  the Earth, including 
Progress As If  Survival Mattered: A Handbook for a Conserver 
Society. In the forward to that book, Brower wrote: “when 
you have reached the edge of  an abyss, the only progressive 
move is to turn around, and step forward.” This summarized 

I n  M e m o r i a m

the end. The project began with two long trenches, and has 
moved piece by piece to frames, a concrete base, and finally 
rock and mortar for a beautiful finish. Students have become 
well acquainted with the cement mixer, and during their time 
most students working on the project have mixed and poured 
both concrete and mortar. The garden crew has spent several 
days scouring Westgard Pass for the perfect rocks, and after 
several sessions has honed it down to a fine science. Week 
5 of  Term 2, in early October, marked the final pour, and 
Karen, who has been trying to get the road started for a few 
years now, couldn’t have been happier. She and the Mitchell 
family generously threw a garden party for the whole commu-
nity the following week, complete with a delicious barbeque, 
croquet hosted by Nick Marino DS11, and some very playful 
dogs.



 David Abel DS74
(Poet, theater and publishing artist, editor of  trade books & textbooks)
 In the three-plus decades since leaving the valley, I’ve 
been actively involved in literary communities in three cities 
— New York; Albuquerque; and Portland (Oregon), where I 
now live and work. My job descriptions have embraced myr-
iad aspects of  the cultures of  the word and the book: librar-
ian, typographer, proofreader, bookseller, editor, small-press 
publisher, curator — and writer. I never imagined that one of  
those roles might preclude another, nor that my vocation as 
a poet might be in any way incompatible with a wide-ranging 
political engagement. Life is research, and human adventure; 
career, a euphemism.

Eric Abrahamsen DS96
(Journalist – Herald Tribune, Guardian, South China Post, Chinese translator 
for Penguin Books)
 I live and work in Beijing — first as a literary transla-
tor, and increasingly as a publishing consultant. I have never 
thought much about the notion of  “service”, even while at 
Deep Springs, but everything I do depends on a sensitivity to 
the sensibilities of  others, and the ability to get things done 
by mediating between different points of  view. If  I’m any 
good at this it is absolutely because of  my experience at Deep 
Springs, particularly as chair of  the cursed, cursed R-Com.

Alex Burger DS90
(Playwright, journalist, civil rights advocate and international development 
consultant)
 I am perhaps old fashioned in that I came to Deep 
Springs to prepare for a life of  service. After Deep Springs 
I worked for over a decade for civil rights in the US South, 
then for economic justice in parts of  Africa.  I have now 
pulled back from this work, in favor of  writing and reflection, 

hoping to change the world with my pen and not just my 
body on the front lines.  Deep Springs remains for me a place 
of  stillness and focus; I draw back on it as a place where I 
began to find my voice. 

Nathan Deuel DS97 
(Journalist – Rolling Stone, Village Voice, Slate, Salon, The Daily Beast, Columbia 

Journalism Review)
 In junior high, it was poetry and the literary maga-
zine. In high school, it was writing about music, trying to put 
into words my disappointment with the world around me. 
I almost studied architecture, and without Deep Springs I 
wouldn’t be writing. Then I got out of  the valley, and noth-
ing made as much sense as journalism as a way to grapple 
with a world increasingly defined by 9/11. Today, my wife is 
a Middle East correspondent for NPR and I am writing es-
says and a book about how sad it all makes me. Not sure it’s 
service, hope so.

Brad Edmondson DS76
(Journalist – American Demographics, Atlantic Monthly, Utne Reader, American 

Scholar)
 Public speaking was by far the most valuable thing I 
learned in college.  I have been on the conference circuit for 
26 years now, giving keynote speeches on demographic trends 
to business audiences, and those checks have bought me a ton 
of  groceries.  Journalism, for me, was an involuntary career 
choice. I started writing for publication as a Cub Scout and 
kept at it through Deep Springs, where I was responsible for 
using the headline “Deep Springs Fundraising — A Crucial 
Stage” in four consecutive issues of  the newsletter (nobody 
noticed).  I write because I love telling stories, and it is a 
privilege to make a living doing something you love. I never 

 Deep Springs students have been writing virtually all the content of  the alumni newsletter since it first appeared in 
February, 1966. With this issue, we’d like to inaugurate a new feature for the publication: each edition will include an article 
contributed from an alumnus guest writer. Since this is ultimately about communication via the written word, we chose to kick 
things off  by inviting commentary from those alumni in the fields of  journalism, publishing and literature. For future issues, 
we will be soliciting articles from alumni across the myriad disciplines that Deep Springers have entered.  
 We’re grateful to those below who answered our call and note with regret that for lack of  time and space we couldn’t 
include all DS alumni authors. We’d also like to especially acknowledge Hugh Nash DS41 who devoted so much of  his public 
service in the form of  educating people through his writing.

A l u m n i  B e h i n d  t h e  N e w s

Nash’s attitude towards environmental problems. In addition 
to his work editing publications for environmental groups, he 
testified before Congressional subcommittees to prevent the 
damming of  the Colorado River. He also fought against plac-
ing a nuclear power plant on the San Andreas fault.
 In 1986, Nash built an off-the-grid solar-powered 
home near Mt. Shasta in California, where he lived until three 
years ago, hiking with his dogs, reading, writing, and enjoying 

the wilderness he so loved.   
 According to his niece Eve, Nash spoke about Deep 
Springs often. In a letter he wrote while working at Friends of  
the Earth and after becoming a caretaker for a nature preserve 
in Napa Valley, Nash credited Deep Springs with making him 
a “firm believer in the mind-clearing power of  alternating 
between academic and physical endeavor.”  



suspected how rewarding it would be to conquer the fear 
of  talking to a crowd, though.  If  you can make a good live 
presentation, you can make a living.  

Tim Heffernan DS96
(Journalist – Boston Globe, Atlantic, Esquire)
 I don’t see a direct causal relationship between going 
to DS and going into writing, but I chose writing because (at 
age 22) it seemed like the one field that would let me study 
and discuss literally anything that interested me. Deep Springs 
certainly had exposed me to a great deal of  new things that 
I realized interested me a lot, from agriculture and land-use 
issues to formal economics and geology. I still would have 
been an intellectual jack of  all trades — and, correspondingly, 
master of  none — had I not gone to DS, but going there 
made me acutely aware of  ways of  working and thinking that 
I otherwise wouldn’t have encountered until much later in life, 
if  ever. Deep Springs made it impossible for me to only ever 
want to do one thing.

Chris Nicholson DS95
(Journalist – Bloomberg News, International Herald Tribune, New York Times)
 The best journalism informs people so they can 
make better choices. Beyond that, it may tell a story that 
changes how readers imagine the world, widen the circle of  
people they feel for, and uses words to produce new effects 
of  sound and sense, a bit like literature.  In their daily work, 
many reporters fail to meet one or several of  those goals, 
constrained by deadlines, stylebooks, editors, sources and the 
economic imperatives of  their publication.  Print journalists 
now produce just a small stream of  information in a much 
larger online commerce of  data and ideas.  Their diminished 
role on the Internet has democratized the word, and thrown 
into confusion a profession essential to democracy.  Now, at 
least, they’re in constant conversation with their readers. 

Peter Rock DS86 
(Author of  six novels, most recently My Abandonment, Assoc. Prof.  
Creative Writing at Reed College)
 When I came to DS, I already knew I wanted to be 
a writer. What I thought this entailed was driving big cars 
back and forth across the country, shooting pool, meeting 
women in sundresses. While Deep Springs didn’t cure me of  

my pretensions (and it created some new ones), it did teach 
me something about work, and about people, and landscape. 
Since then, I’ve realized that writing isn’t much of  a spectator 
sport — I spend a lot of  my time alone, huddled and bewil-
dered, relentlessly trying to put words together in a way that 
might capture emotion, usually failing.

Alex Travelli DS91
(Hong Kong bureau chief  – The Economist)
 When I was at Deep Springs all I wanted to do was 
philosophy. Writing seemed to get in the way. So I wrote 
with a disdain for writing, and it showed. But I had in mind a 
fragment from Antisthenes: “If  you intend a boy to live with 
gods, teach him philosophy; if  with men, rhetoric.” I took it 
as a call to arms. Later I quit philosophy and tacked hard the 
other way. To write for as many people as possible about the 
simplest things in the world — that seemed like fair penance, 
and maybe fun — taking what was true and interesting, and 
broadcasting it. Television news was my idea for a second act. 
But it was a turn too far. What went in true-and-interesting 
came out boring-and-false. Aging, I quit again and took a 
half-turn towards the middle. Back to prose, still with facts, 
trying to learn and make things clear for readers who care. 
I’m still a journalist, moving in the right direction but not 
there yet.

Zac Unger DS91 
(Firefighter & author Working Fire, contributor to The Economist, Slate, Men’s 

Journal, Budget Travel)
 I’ve done a number of  unpleasant and arguably mo-
ronic things for my writing. I’ve kayaked for 72 hours without 
sleep; I’ve taken instruction on how to communicate with 
the coiled snake who lives beneath my genitals; I’ve used my 
children as bait for polar bears. In the end of  these magazine 
articles I usually reach the conclusion that the uncomfort-
able/exhausting/terrifying experience I’ve just survived is en-
nobling, and that I’m a far better man for having done it. So 
when you ask if  The Deep Springs Experience has influenced 
the trajectory of  my writing, well…I can’t possibly imagine 
any connection.



Kevin West DS88
(Journalist – W Magazine, author of  Saving the Season)

 When I was a student at Deep Springs, my fantasies 
about the future ran towards being a cowboy or an academic, 
possibilities that presented themselves no doubt because 
ranch manager Geoff  Pope and dean Tim Hunt were the two 
most charismatic local role models. In pursuit of  one or the 
other possibility, I spent the next four summers on horseback 
(two at Cow Camp, two more packing mules in the Sierra) 
and went on to Sewanee to double major in English and 
Spanish. Then the week after graduating in 1995, I happened 
into a job in the features department at Vogue, of  all places, 
and never managed to escape magazines for the life I had 
imagined on a ranch or in the academy—proof  that careers 
are seeded with deliberation but watered by luck. Carrying a 
press pass as an arts-and-culture reporter in New York, Paris 
and Los Angeles has proved to be an interesting and at times 
glamorous way to pay the bills. 
 Still, a persistently itchy question has bothered me 
over the years: what does my work life have to do with Deep 
Springs, one of  the formative experiences of  my personal 
life? It’s a question any Deep Springer might ask himself. 
When ComCom told me that some 40-odd other alumni 
in recent decades have also gone into the media, it seemed 
worthwhile to explore whether Deep Springs somehow 
predisposes alumni for media careers—and also to glance at 
the corollary question of  whether media careers can allow 
Deep Springers to live out the Nunnian call to leadership and 
service.
 In thinking about Deep Springs and the media, the 
first fact to note is that Deep Springs doesn’t have an inter-
nal press — and doesn’t need one. Deep Springs is a word-
of-mouth community where communication is direct and 
inescapable, secrecy is difficult, official documents such as 
SB resolutions and trustees reports are openly verifiable, ac-
countabilities are transparent and self-governance is intimate. 
The art of  political persuasion is practiced between speak-
ers and listeners who already know each other, and a single 
speaker can easily address the entire community. In other 
words, the defining feature of  the Deep Springs civic life 
is the human voice, making the Valley a rare micro-cosmic 
democracy that matches Aristotle’s construction of  the ideal 
polis as a community small enough to hear the herald’s cry. 
The difference between private conversation, public conver-

sation and political oration at Deep Springs is largely a matter 
of  volume. One consequence for the eighteen-year old aspir-
ing journalist is that Deep Springs can’t provide much career 
prep in muckraking.
 But then Deep Springs doesn’t provide vocational 
training for most careers — with the arguable exception of  
cowboying and academics. Still, the fact that Deep Springs 
doesn’t need an internal press explains precisely why the 
world outside the Valley does. In a larger civic realm, the 
press is an irreplaceable means to disseminate information, 
to provide accountability, to create transparency and so on. 
The media is essential in the American democracy because it 
has the capacity to amplify an individual voice from coast to 
coast. In the vast polis, Aristotle’s herald is the reporter — or 
the newscaster, blogger, photojournalist, editor, etc. It’s a role 
that apparently appeals to Deep Springers, and one that they 
are well prepared for.
 Deep Springs trains us to be heralds because we 
spend two years engaging each other in private, public and 
political conversations. The first conversation we all had was 
the most compelling and indelible, because it was about the 
college itself. People tend to talk about the Nunnian educa-
tional vision but I think it would be more accurate to talk 
about a Nunnian narrative: Deep Springs tells its applicants 
a story about the purpose of  education, which is to prepare 
for a life of  citizenship. Deep Springs is a place for promis-
ing young men (soon to include promising young women) 
to become leaders. It’s a narrative that implies a coherent life 
and — to borrow another Aristotelian formulation — en-
compasses a beginning (two years in the Valley), a middle 
(further education) and an end (leadership and service). The 
Deep Springs story is evidently compelling enough to have 
sustained the college for nearly a century in the face of  such 
headwinds as parental skepticism and college ranking systems, 
suggesting to me how effective a narrative can be at counter-
ing establishment values.
 Having been drawn to the Valley by a compelling 
narrative, as students we learn to construct our own. Argu-
ment and anecdote are not just ornamental to the Deep 
Springs experience but are essential to it, since the responsi-
bilities of  self-governance and the social demands of  living 
in community demand skillful communication. Experience 
teaches us rhetoric, logic and empathy, a special receptivity 
that allows a speaker to understand an audience and thereby 
sway it more effectively. A folksier way to say the same thing 

A  L i f e  o f  t h e  H e r a l d



is that Deep Springs creates storytellers, and it’s not surpris-
ing to me that my closest Deep Springs cohorts went on to 
become teachers, attorneys and, in one case, a rabbi. Those 
are jobs in which telling good stories matters, whether the 
narrative takes the form of  a lecture, a courtroom argument 
or a parable. More than once at Deep Springs I heard Geoff  
Pope say “never let the truth get in the way of  a good story,” 
and it’s clear that the inverse holds equally true: never let a 
bad story get in the way of  your truth. In a public context, 
agility with anecdote and argument can take on the hue of  
leadership, since leaders often demonstrate an ability to speak 
to a social body about who it is and who it wants to be. As 
communities and nations, we are defined by our narratives — 
especially those about past events (history) and future pos-
sibilities (politics).
 What the media does is to narrate the present. What-
ever other  attributes a journalist may need — a war reporter 
needs courage, an art critic needs connoisseurship — he has 
to have a good sense of  story or else flounder in the the daily 
blizzard of  events, facts and feats. Journalists are narrators, 
and readers are moved in proportion to the narrator’s skill. 
Moved is the apt word: a breaking story can provoke dra-
matic change, as the Watergate reporting led eventually to 
Nixon’s resignation. But the media’s influence can also be 
more diffuse and cumulative. Several years ago I wrote about 
a generation of  lesbian producers in the upper echelons of  
Hollywood’s studio system — a story that some potential 
subjects declined to participate in because they believed it 
ran ahead of  the public’s acceptance of  homosexuality. But 
the combined effect of  my story and countless others about 
contemporary gay and lesbian life has helped affect public 
opinion to the point that this year it was politically feasible 
to repeal the ban on gays serving openly in the military. I like 
being able to bring overlooked realities into the mainstream 
public conversation. What I like, in other words, is being 
part of  the leverage behind cultural shift. While this may not 
precisely align with conventional ideas about leadership, I do 
think it resonates with a more Nunnian sense of  the leader as 
someone who is an active steward of  civil society. 
 What service means in a media context may be more 
slippery. The rule drummed into my head as a young reporter 
was that my job was to serve the reader’s interests rather than 
those of  the subject, the advertiser or the powers that be. It’s 
a first principal derived from the heroic ideal of  the press as 
an independent and unbiased Fifth Estate that exists as a bul-
wark against the unchecked claims of  the establishment. As 
major media outlets have increasingly abandoned objectivity 
in favor of  partisan advocacy, the ideal is eroding. In such a 
media environment, objective reporting in the public interest 
is indeed a service. 
 But perhaps that’s not the only scenario in which 
a media career meets the Nunnian call. Media jobs tend to 
be self-directed and self-sorting. You cover the stories that 
interest you, and with persistence your preferred topics define 
your beat. I enjoy writing about culture and food, in part 

because both subjects resonate with my strong convictions 
about the place of  the arts and agriculture in a democracy. I 
believe that as a society we have a responsibility to safeguard 
our shared cultural inheritance and to support the arts as an 
ongoing expression of  individual achievement. Likewise, I 
believe that a nation’s primary responsibilities to its citizenry 
includes feeding them, and that agricultural reform is neces-
sary in America for reasons of  public health and long-term 
national security. As a journalist, I’m able to help shape the 
public conversation about those topics that I care about as a 
citizen. I believe this resonates with a Nunnian understanding 
of  service as work in the spirited defense of  the democracy. 
 One of  the great satisfactions of  my time at Deep 
Springs was discovering the symmetry that existed among my 
personal, public and political conversations. It gave me the 
sense of  being an engaged member of  the community. Work-
ing in the media has given me the opportunity to explore 
what it means to be an engaged citizen. I get to investigate 
matters of  immediate personal relevance within a media 
framework that connects me to the larger infrastructure of  
civil society. I measure the matter of  my daily work against a 
set of  personal values that first took shape when I debated 
the ground rules in SB, unpacked the meaning of  Moby Dick 
with Tim Hunt and talked Holistic Range Management in the 
front seat of  Geoff  Pope’s Ford F-150. 
 Perhaps other Deep Springers have also sensed that 
media careers can provide the potential for civic engagement 
and psychic coherence, which could be why media careers 
have appealed to alums in recent years. No doubt other alums 
in the media will have a different opinion than I do about 
which stories need to be voiced in the public sphere. But all 
the better. In a vast polis, a single herald can’t carry all the 
news. What is needed is a hive of  heralds, all of  them capable 
of  delivering stories that are good in spite of  also being true.

Student Body Wish List:  
We’re unabashedly desiring:  
~Laminator 
~Typewriters
~Sewing machines

Preparation for Student Meeting on the Main Circle.



Baby Animals  On The Ranch
 It’s not even spring and the ranch is already swarming with adorable (and 
occasionally delicious) baby animals! At the beginning of  September, Mark and Callie’s 
dog Honey gave birth to a litter of  hand-sized black and white border collies. Because 
of  their magical stress-relieving powers, visiting them has become a favorite pastime 
of  the SB. The GL crew has even been know to avoid trench digging by cutting out 
for the Lower Ranch in the middle of  their afternoon shift. 
 But wait, there’s more! Blossom, one of  our oversized pigs, recently popped 
out six pink, curly tailed piglets. Nearly as cute as the puppies, they will eventually 
provide the community with a steady supply of  local bacon once Daniel and Rhys, the 
Term 3 butchers, have done away with the previous crop of  pigs. We try not to get too 
attached.
 Additionally, the community recently welcomed the newest addition to our 
baby brigade. Bought to supplement the herd, our new dairy cow was pregnant when 
she arrived on the ranch, and calved in mid-October. We’re not entirely sure what 
will happen to her calf, but if  the last two leppies are anything to go by, hamburger 
buns are in its future.
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